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Taliaferro) and Elizabeth Odell (then Elizabeth 
Williams) were entitled to receive, under the 
treaty, the former $750, the latter $500; and that 
1 H. Moreau, Sophia Moreau, Antoine Moreau, 
‘ rd Joseph La Batte, child ren and ward of Joseph 
Moreau, were entitled to likewise receive, the 
frst 8750, and the other three $500 each. The 
commissioners, however, ordered the above sums 
to be paid, for the first two payees, to Lawrence 
Taliaferro, and for the four last-named ‘payees, to 
Samuel C. Stambaugh, as trustees; and it is not 


shown by the evidence, or by the record kept by | 


the commissioners of their acts, that the chiefs 
and braves were consulted, or in any manner con- 
sented to the appointment of these trustees, or the 
payment of the money into their hands. The 
evidence in the case shows that but a small pro- 
portion of the above sums was paid or appropri- 
ated to the use and benefit of the abovenamed 
payees by the trustees. 

' The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House, with the recommendation that it do pass. | 


\ bill (S. No. 360) for the relief of Thomas J. 


Churchill, late a lieutenant in the first Kentucky | 


reciment of volunteers. 


The bill authorizes and directs the proper ac- | 


counting officers of the Treasury, in settling the 


accounts of Thomas J. Churchill, late a lieuten- | 


ant in the first Kentucky regiment of volunteers, 


and acting commissary and quartermaster during | 


the war with Mexico, to allow him a credit in 
full for whatever amount may be charged against 


him upon the books of the Treasury Department, | 
as commissary and quartermaster, in the same | 
manner as if he had presented vouchers therefor, | 


ali his accounts and vouchers having been lost or 
destroyed during his imprisonment by the Mex- 
icans, in 1847. 

This bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 28) appropriating 
money to test George R. Scriven’s incendiary 
projecting shell, [Objected to by Mr. Lercuer. } 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 29) for the relief 
of Israel B. Bigelow. 


The bill provides that a pension of fifteen dol- | 


lars per month, during his natural life, be allowed 
to Israel B. Bigelow, of Texas, to commence from 
the 14th of January, 1847, the day on which he 
was severely wounded and disabled by theenemy, 


while bearing important dispatches from Major | 


General Patterson to General Quitman, during 
the march of the division of volunteers from Vic- 
toria to Tampico, in Mexico. 

The memorialist was a contractor, in 1847, to 


furnish beef to the forces of the United States in ! 


the Mexican war, on their March from Victoria 
to Tampico, Mexico; on the Ith of January in 
that year he left Victoria, with a part of the Uni- 
ted States troops, for Tampico, leaving cattle and 
men in that place to supply with beef the brigade 
commanded by General Quitman, which was to 
follow the succeeding day. On the 19th of the 
same month, he was called upon by Lieutenant 
Elliott, an assistant commissary of subsistence, 
and informed by him that his men had failed to 
supply General Quitman’s brigade with beef, on 
account of their having lost the cattle. The 
memorialist was ordered to return forthwith and, 


if possible, to obtain beef for the brigade, arid if | 
he could not, to notify General Quitman that he 


Would deposit bacon at certain points on the 
route to supply his forces. 


vey to General Quitman, to the effect that he had 
found it impossible to obtain sufficient forage for 
‘ie animals, and that those in his brigade must 

© put upon the same allowance of a quarter 
rauon to which he had limited those in his divis- 
ion. In returning to convey to General Quitman 
these orders, and when about twenty miles in the 
rear of General Patterson, he was attacked, in 
both front and rear, by about twenty Mexican 
cavalry, and was shot through the left leg with 
& one and a quarter ounce ball, which passed 
through and fractured the head of the tibia, close 


29 


' The petitioner also | 
received orders from General Patterson, to con- | 


| to the knee-joint. 
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Pursued by the enemy, with 
his limb shattered, he was foreed to ride eight 
miles on horseback before meeting General Quit- 
man. When he reached him he was suffering 
severely from his wound, but saying nothing 
about it he proceeded to deliver his orders. The 
General noticing his agonizing appearance and 
the blood streaming down his legs, remarked to 
him, ** You are badly hurt.”’ He replied, ‘*1 


know I am, and expect to die; but I must con- | 


vey to you the orders with which I am charged.’’ 
He then informed the General of the orders, in 
detail, before dismounting. After this he suffered 
seven days’ torture, laid out in a wagon without 


| springs, in proceeding to Tampico over a miser- 


able road, at which place he was confined in bed, 
without once being removed, for one hundred and 
four days, and for the space of three years there- 
after he was unable to walk without crutches. 
He still suffers with a stiff leg and knee, covered 


| with ulcers, and has expended a large amount of 


| and the reason why the 


money in treating it, without reference to his loss 
of time, intensity of sufiering, &c. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend the bill 
by striking out the words ‘* 14th day of January, 
1847,’ and inserting in lieu thereof, ‘* Ist day of 
January, 1856.” 

Mr. QUITMAN. I have very little to say 
except to remind my friend from Virginia that 
this bill was reported in part on account of the 
extraordinary expenses incurred in curing this 
man. It seems to me right that the pension should 
commence from the time he was wounded. 

Mr. LETCHER. The nextthing will be that 
this bill will be claimed as a precedent. I have 
objected in other like cases, and what is fair for 
one is fair for all. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
been a pensioner? 

Mr. QUITMAN. He never has been. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the proof 
here very clearly shows that this man was disa- 
bled from the time of the receipt of the wound, 
j yension commences from 
the time of the perfection of the proof is the 


Has this man 


| presumption that they always make it when the 





disability occurs. I think itis probably right as 
to the time of commencement. As to the amount 
I know nothing. 

Mr. LETCHER. Iam not willing to observe 
arule towards onethat I will not towardsanother. 

Mr. QUITMAN. If the gentleman insists 
upon the amendment, I shall have to ask the 
committee to adopt it, rather than have the com- 
mittee broken up by a vote. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House, with the recommendation that it do 

ass. 


A bill (H. R. No. 592) for the relief of Brevet 


| Major James Belzer, of the United States Army. 


The bill directs the proper accounting officers 
of the Treasury to allow to Brevet Major James 
Belger, of the United States Armygin the settle- 
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taken from the money of the Government then 
in the hands of the major for disbursements for 
quartermaster’s stores for the use of the Army. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with the recommendation that itdo pass, 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Letrer reported that the 
Committee of the Whale House had had under 
consideration the Private Calendar, and had in- 
structed him to report sundry biils, some with 
and some without amendments, with a recom- 
mendation that the amendments be concurred in 
and the bills passed; and also a bill (S. No. 310) 
and a bill (H. R. No. 562,) with a recommenda- 
tron that they be referred to the Court of Claims. 

The following bills, reported back without 
amendment and with a recommendation that they 
pass, were severally ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, they 
were accordingly read the third time, and passed: 

A bill (GH. R. No. 529) for the relief of Van 
Rensst laer Hall; 

A bill (H. R. No. 531) for the relief of the 
children of James Phelps, a revolutionary sol- 
dier; 

A bill (1. R. No. 533) directing the pension 
due James Huey, deceased, and Jane Huey, his 
widow, deceased, to be paid to their sole heir, 
Alexander B. Huey, of Georgia; 

A bill (A. R. No. 534) for the relief of Wil- 


| liam Walton, a soldier of the war of 1812; 


A bill (H. R. No. 535) for the relief of Charles 


| Parish, a soldier of the war of 18]2; 


1 
i 
A bill (H.R. No. 558) for the relief of the 
heirs or legal representatives of Joseph Bindon, 
deceased, a revolutionary officer; 
A bill (H. R. No. 564) for the relief of Elijah 
Close, of Tennessee; 
A bill (HL. R. No. 565) for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Riker; 
A bill (H. R. No? 88) for the relief of Amos 
Armstrong, of Ohio; 
A bill (H. R. No. 575) for the relief of John 
Huff, of Texas; 
A bill (1. R. No. 587) for the relief of Captain 


| Thomas Duncan, of the United States Army; 


A bill (H.R. No. 588) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Edmund H. McCabe, 
assignee of Antoine Soulard; 

A bill (Ht. R. No. 589) for the relief of Henry 


| T. Mudd, of Missouri; 


Giatenendh 


A bill (A. R. No. 590) for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Jeremiah Bryan; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 591) for the relief of Mary 
Woodbury, Elizabeth Odell, and others. 


The following Senate bills, reported without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that 
they pass, were severally ordered to be read a 


| third time; and were accordingly read the third 


ment of his accounts with the Goverriment, $9,300, || 


| being the amount stolen from him by his late 


principal clerk, John S. Sheahan, whilst he was 
acting in charge of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment in San Antonio, Texas: provided, that pre- 
vious to the allowance, Belger assign to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States the judgment found 
in his favor in the district court in the county of 
Bexar, in Texas, against John S. Sheahan, for the 
amount of the embezzlement, and the benefits of 
the attachment issued by the court at the instance 
of Belger, on the property of Sheahan, and all 
control over the proceedings of the aforementioned 
case. 

It appears that Brevet Major Belger, whilst he 
was in charge of the quartermaster’s department 
at San Antonio, Texas, through the dishonesty 
of his clerk, who had been employed in the ser- 
vice for many years, and whose previous ofiicial 


conduct had insured for him the greatest degree | 
of confidence in his integrity, by means of a false | 


entry in the monthly summary statement for the 
month of April, 1855, was defrauded out of $9,300, 


time, and passed: 

An act (No. 211) making a reappropriation 
from the surplus fund for the relief of Lieutenant 
John Guest, United States Navy, and others; 

An act (No. 461) for the relief of John H. 
Horne; and 

An act (No. 360) for the relief of Thomas J. 
Churchill. 


The following bills and joint resolution were 


| reported with amendments, and with a recom- 


| 
i 


mendation that the amendments be concurred in, 
and the bills passed: 

A bill (H. R. No. 532) for the relief of the heirs 
of Mary Hooker; 

A bill (H.R. No, 557) for the relief of the 
surviving children of Sarah Van Pelt, widow of 
John Van Pelt, a revolutionary soldier; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 29) for the relief 
of Israel B. Bigelow. 

The amendments to bills 532 and 557 were 
severally concurred in; the bills, as amended, 
were ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, they were accord- 
ingiy read the third time and passed. 
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Mr. QUITMAN moved that the House non- 


concur with the amendment r ported by the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House to point resolution 
(HL. R. No. 29) for the relief of Israel B. Bige- 
low, as follows: 

Sirike out the words “ 14th day of January, 1847,” and 
insert the words “ let day of January, 1855.” 


Mr. LETCHER. On 
the yeas and nays. 


that motion I call for 


y 

Th yeas and nays were not order d. 

The questir n was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
The question being on its passage, 
Mr. @ETCHER called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The question was taken, and the joint resolu- | 


tion was passed. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed, and 
afso moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

The following bills were reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, with a recommenda- 
tion that they be referred to the Court of Claims: 

An act (S. No. 310) for the relief of Horatio J. 
Perry; and 

An act (H. R. No. 562) for the relief of Fran- 


cis Dainese. 


Mr. STANTON. The bill No. 562 is report- 
ed by the chairman of the Committee on Foreign | 


Affairs, [Mr. Penninoron,] who is not now pres- 
ent. I think he should have the opportunity of 
being heard as to what disposition he desires to 
be made of it. I therefore move that its further 
consideration be postponed till next Friday. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘Thatis one of the 
bills recommended to be referred to the Court of 
Claims—is it not? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then this House 
cannot take the course suggested by the gentleman 
from Ohio. The bill must cither go to the Court 
of Claims, or be referred back to the Committee 
of the Whole House. It makes an appropria- 
tion, and it has had no considerationin committee. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is whether 
the House will concur inthe report of the com- 
mittee, and that subject can be postponed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The bill has not 
been considered in Committee of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. 
unul it shall have been considered in committee; 
but the subject of concurring in the report may 
be postponed till next Friday. 

The question was taken, and the motion to 
postpone was agreed to. f 

The report of the Committee of the Whole 
House, recommending the reference of the bill 
(S. No. 310) for the relief of Horatio J. Perry to 
the Court of Claims, was concurred in. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for a sepa- | 


rate vote on the bill (H. R. No. 592) for the re- 


lief of James Belger, of the United States Army, | 


reported by the Committee of the Whole House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. J 


ball is for the relief of Major Belger. The facts 


of the case, as I understand them, are these: He | 


was a quartermaster in Texas. Being a dis- 
bursing officer of the Army he gave bond and 
security for the proper discharge of the duties of 
his office, and for the safety of moneys intrusted 
to his charge. He hada clerk of his own selec- 
tion. 
of the Government without taking security for 
its salety. 
rectly, that this clerk defrauded him of $9,300, 
the amount appropriated by the bill. I hold that 
by intrusting this money in the hands of his 


clerk without taking security for it, he and his || 
sureties are responsible for its loss to the Gov- | 
If this bill pass, then a precedent will 


ernment. 
be established that all disbursing officers and 


their securities shall be released when persons | 


shall violate the trust reposed in them by these 
disbursing officers. If this be done, then it 
seems to me that your law requiring your dis- 
bursing officers to give bond and security had 
better be repealed. 


W hole 


it cannot be disposed of 


said: Mr. Speaker, I understand this 


Tie gave to the care of this clerk moneys | 


And it is stated, and I doubt not cor- | 


|| Sissippi. 
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Mr. PAINE. Was this officer allowed to || 
employ a clerk ? I] 

Mr. HOUSTON. This was a clerk employed 
and paid by the Government. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And as clerk he 
had, as I conceive, no right to the custody of || 
public moneys. Money left in his care, there- || 
fore, was at the risk of this disbursing officer. || 
or these reasons I cannot vote for the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the | 
previous question. \| 

The previous question was seconded, and the || 
main question ordered to be put. 

‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read || 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 


/and nays on its passage. 


| 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill | 
be laid on the table. 
The motion was disagreed to. 
The bill was passed. | 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the vote by which | 
the bill was passed be reconsidered, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on | 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which Senate bill (No. 310) for the relief | 
of Horatio J. Perry was referred to the Court of 
Claims. I ask only that the motion may be 
entered, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

Mr. STANTON. ‘The chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs who reported this bill | 
is absent, and | only move to reconsider in order | 
that it may be kept before the House until he 
shall be present. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It came here for | 
reference to the Court of Claims, and could have 
got here for no other purpose. 

Mr. STANTON. It was not brought here on 
my motion. 

Mr. GREENWOOD moved to adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. I appeal to the genfleman 
to withdraw his motion to adjeurn until I can 
have a motion made in the case of Almanzon 
Huston. 

Mr. GREENWOOD withdrew the motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. Thiscase was reported from 
the Court of Claims with a recommendation that 
it berejected. Evidence not before that court has 
been filed with the papers before the Committee 
of Claims. The friends of the bill desire that it 
should go back to the Court of Claims for recon- 
sideration on this additional evidence. My mo- 
tion is that the Committee of the Whole House 
be discharged from its further consideration, and | 
that it be referred to the Court of Claims. 

Mr. PAINE. Has it been before that court 
already ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Ithas; but the attorney, or | 
solicitor, neglected to go to the Post Office Depart- | 
ment for the evidence in the case. It was decided | 
without the evidence which is now to be pre- | 
sented. 
The motion was agreed to. 

! 
| 








Mr. GREENWOOD moved to adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw the motion to adjourn untill can move 
to take up the resolution for the appointment of 
Regents to the Smithsonian Institution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. STANTON. Unless it be passed to-day 
the Regents will not have a quorum at their meet- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the appointment of Regents. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. If I withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn, the gentleman from Tennessee 
will object to taking up the resolution referred to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I withdraw my re- 

uest. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I withdraw the motion 
to adjourn at the request of my friend from Mis- 


I am opposed to | 


Mr. LAKE. I move that Senate bill (No. 195) 
for the relief of William B. Trotter be taken from 
the table, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. That committee made an adverse report 


| in the case before it. I simply desir 
| ation of the matter. 
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on the case to the House, when it 
report from the Senate committee 


had not th 
nor the facts 
ea re€Xamip.- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I under 
the case has been already disposed of. 

Mr. LAKE. It was laid upon the table 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And the time fo 
reconsideration has passed, and we cannot 
back. “i 

The SPEAKER. It can be taken 
referred by unanimous consent. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and recommitted to ;),, 
Committee on Indian Affairs. ” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House adjourn. 

Mr. SNEED. I move that when the Hous 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next, — 

fr. DEAN. | call for the yeas and Nays upon 
that motion. . adi 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SNEED.. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I renew the motion. 

Mr. DEAN. {[ demand the yeas and nays, 


Stand thar 


Up and 


I move that the 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw the motion, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, 1 make the 
motion to aouen over until Monday, and upon 
the motion I call the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CUMBACK. 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I move that there be a cal! 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be 
entertained while a privileged motion is pending. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
29, nays 70; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Akers, Albright, Bingham, James i, 
Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Craige, Dodd, Evans, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, George W. Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, 
MeCarty, MceMullin, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Powell, 
Quitman, Roberts, Ruffin, Sneed, Todd,Underwood, Ellihy 
B. Washburne, Whitney, and Daniel B. Wright—29. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Barbour, Benson, Bishop, 
Bliss, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Williamson Rk. \W, 
Cobb, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dunn, Faulkner, Flagier, 
Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Kennett, Knapp, 
Knight, Leiter, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Paine, 
Parker, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, 
Puryear, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Sherman, 
Simmons, Stanton, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, 
Trippe, Vail, Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel 
Washburne, Watkins, Watson, Williams, Woodruf, 
Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—70. 

No quorum voting. ,; 

The question recurred upon the motion to 
adjourn, and it was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly (at three o’clock and thirty-five min- 
utes) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, January 24, 1857. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Sreruen P. Hi. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN presented the credentials 
of the Hon. Amos Nourse, chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Maine a Senator from that State to till 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 0! 
Hon. Hannibal Hamlin; which were read; and 
the oath prescribed by law having been admin- 
istered to Mr. Nourse, he took his seat in the 
Senate. 

“Mr. WILSON presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Cartes Sumner, elected a Senator by the 
Legislature of Massachusetts for the term of six 
years, commencing on the fourth of March, 1%); 
which were read, and ordered to be placed on file. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cutxom, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed the following bills: 

A bill (No. 529) for the relief of Van Rensse- 
laer Hall; 

A bill (No. 531) for the relief of the children 
of James Phelps, a revolutionary soldier; 

A bill (No. O34 for the relief of William We'- 
ton, a soldier of the war of 1812; F 

A bill (No. 535) for the relief of Charles Paris, 
a soldier of the war of 1812; 
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ie" bill (No. 533) directing the pension due 
James Huey, deceased, and Jane Huey, his 
‘widow, deceased, to be paid to their sole heir, 
,lexander B. Huey, of Georgia; il 

4 pill (No. 557) for the relief of the surviving 
children of Sarah Van Pelt, widow of John Van 
P it, a revolutionary soldier; — 

\ bill (No. 558) for the relief of the heirs or 
legal representatives of Joseph Bindon, deceased, 
a revolutionary officer; ; i) 

\ bill (No. 564) for the relief of Elijah Close, 
of Tennessee; 


A bill (No. 528) for the relief of C. B. R. Ken- 





— ne 


nev Ys itl (No. 565) for the relief of Elizabeth 
» bill (No. 88) for_the relief of Amos Arm- 
strong, of Ohio; ; 
A bill (No. 532) for the relief of Mary Hooker; 
A bill (No. 575) for the relief of John Huff, of 


exas; 

‘A bill (No. 587) for the relief of Captain 
Thomas Duncan, of the United States Army; ° 

A bill (No. 588) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Edmund H. McCabe, assignee of 
Antoine Soulard; . 

A bill (No. 589) for the relief of Henry T. 
Mudd, of Missouri; : : 

A bill (No. 590) for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Jeremiah Bryan; 

“\ bill (No. 591) for the relief of Mary Wood- 
bury, Elizabeth Odell, and others; 

A bill (No. 592) for the relief of James Belger, 
of the United States Army; and 

A joint resolution (No. 29) for the relief of 
Israel B. Bigelow. 

Also, that the House had passed the following 
Senate bills: 

A bill (No. 211) making a reappropriation from 
the surplus fund for the relief of Lieutenant John 
Guest, United States Navy, and others; 

A bill (No. 46) for the relief of John H. Horne; 


and 

A bill (No. 360) for the relief of Thomas J. 
Churchill, late a lieutenant in the first Kentucky 
reriment of volunteers. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented resolutions of the 
Common Council of Buffalo, New York, and a 
memorial of citizens of Buffalo, in favor of an 
enlargement of the plan of the building now 
being erected in that city for the accommodation 
of the custom-house, post office, and United 
States courts; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am requested to present to 
the Senate a communication from the firm of F. 
B. Smith & Hartman, of New York city, who 
are manufacturers of dies, representing that, in 
the coinage bill which has passed the House of 
Representatives, and is now before the Committee 
on Finance, there is a provision which is calcu- 
lated, or may operate, to secure to the Mint of 
the United States a monoply or advantage in the 
striking of medals, uae is injurious to their 
department of industry and invention. I ask 
that this paper may be referred to the Committee 
on Finance, who have charge of that subject. 

It was so referred. 


BUFFALO POST OFFICE. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


_ Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
intorm the Senate, whether the building in process of erec- 
tion by the Government of the United States, at Buffalo, in 
the State of New York, will be sufficiently large for the 
Wants of the post office department in that city; and if, 
in his opinion, said building will not be sufficiently large, 
then that he be requested to inform the Senate what 
enlargement thereof will be necessary, and whether such 
enlargement will involve the necessity of purchasing addi- 
Uonal ground for a site for said building. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice by their titles, and 
referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 529) for the relief of Van Rensse- 
laer Hall—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A bill (No. 531) for the retief of the children 
of James Phelps, a revolutionary soldier—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 534) for the relief of William Wal- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


——————— 


} ton, a soldier of the war of 1812—to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 535) for the relief of Charles Parish, 
a soldier of the war of 1812—to the Committee on 
Pensions. . 

A bill (No. 533) directing the pension due James 
Huey, deceased, and Jane Huey, his widow, 
deceased, to be paid to their sole heir, Alexander 
B. Huey, of Georgia—to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. ; 

A bill (No. 557) for the relief of the surviving 
| children of Sarah Van Pelt, widow of John Van 
| Pelt, a revolutionary soldier—to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 558) for the relief of the heirs or 
legal representatives of Joseph Bindon, deceased, 
a revolutionary officer—to the Committee on Pen- 
| sions. | 

A bill (No. 564) for the relief of Elijah Close, 
| of Tennessee—to the Committee on Pensions. 
| 
| 


Riker—to the Committee on Pensions. 
A bill (No. 88) for the relief of Amos Arm- 


GLOBE. 


A bill (No. 565) for the relief of Elizabeth || 


| strong, of Ohio—to the Committee on Pensions. | 
A bill (No. 532) for the relief of Mary Hooker | 


| —to the Committee on Pensions. 

| A bill (No. 575) for the relief of John Huff, of 
| Texas—to the Committee on Claims. 

| A bill (No. 587) for the relief of Captain 
| Thomas Duncan, of the United States Army—to 
'the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


A bill (No. 588) for the relief of the legal rep- | 


Antoine Soulard—to the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims. 
| A bill (No. 589) for the relief of Henry T. 


| 
| resentatives of Edmund H. McCabe, assignee of 


| Land Claims. 

| A bill (No. 590) for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Jeremiah Bryan—to the 

| Committee on Private Land Cle:ms. 

| A bill (No. 591) for the relief of Mary Wood- 

| bury, Elizabeth Odell, and others—to the Com- 

| mittee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. 592) for the relief of Brevet Major 
James Belger, of the United States Army—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| A joint resolution (No. 29) for the relief of 

Israel B. Bigelow—to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs. 
A bill (No. 528) for the relief of C. B. R. 
| Kennerly—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


SURETIES OF DANIEL WINSLOW. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask the permission of 
the Senate to take up a little bill that is on the 
Calendar. It is the bill (H. R. No. 440) for the 
relief of the sureties of Daniel Winslow. There 
is a short report accompanying it. No objection 
was made in the House of Representatives to the 
passage of the bill, and it passed our Committee 
| on Claims unanimously. 
taken up and passed now. If any Senator wishes 
to hear the report read, it is a short one, and can 
be read by the Secretary. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
| sider the bill, which proposes to release Daniel 
, Winslow and James N. Winslow, and their 
legal representatives, and their real and personal 

roperty, fromeall judgments and liens and incum- 
beseesa of judgments in favor of the United 
States obtained against them in any of the dis- 
trict courts of the United States, as security for 
Daniel Winslow, on their paying the costs of the 
suits. 

Mr. WELLER. Let us hear the report in 
that case. 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
| Bisnopr, of the House of Representatives, from 
| which it appears that on September 29, 1846, 
Daniel Winslow, as the principal and only party 
in interest, and David Winslow and James N. 





I ask that it may be | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


|| to satisfy which the entire property of t 
| Mudd, of Missouri—to the Committee on Private |) 


|! market value. 


|| but on the contrary, 


45 


sere a moderate profit only. Winslow entered 
into this contract asa part of his reeuls sines: 
and not on a panpeladien, He Crs ene 
knowledge and acquaintance with the business. 
and, as far as appears, managed it with ordinary 
prudence and «¢ iscretion. In November, 1845 
the year preceding the contract, Winslow was 
able to pack beef at €7 per barrel; but soon after 
| the execution of this contract, in the fall of 1846, 
— began to rise, and in October of that year 
eef was worth $8 to $8 25 per barrel; in Decem- 
ber, from $11 to $12 per barrel; and in January 
and February, 1847, it went up to $13 50, and 
soon after to $14 and $15 per barrel. This rapid 
and unusual advancement of prices was induced 
by the progress of the Mexican war, and the 
occurrence of the famine in Ireland, which pro- 
| duced an extraordinary and unlooked for demand 
for provisions for exportation. 

Mr. Winslow, with the view of fulfilling his 
contract, whatever might be the consequences to 
himself, continued to purchase all the cattle he 
could obtain, until the actual cost of the beef 
reached $12 per barrel, making a loss to the con- 
tractor of §4 12) upon each barrel, or about 
thirty-three per cent. He had not the capital re- 
quired to enable him to overcome these difficul- 
ties, and after having furnished about three hun- 
dred and fifty barrels, he failed, and became 

_ hopelessly insolvent. In furnishing the residue 
of the beef embraced in the contract, the United 
States paid $8,061 75 more than the contract price 

| —having paid from $12 94 to $14 50 per barrel 

,—and for that sum, with costs and interest, judg- 
ments have been rendered, by consent of parties, 

hie aged 
father of the contractor, consisting of a small 
homestead farm, has been set off to the United 
| States. The object of the petition is to relieve 
this property of the surety, and avoid the neces- 
| sity of turning an aged and venerable family, 
chargeable with no fault, houseless and penniless 

| upon the world. 
In this case the Government suffered no other 
loss than the failure to realize the entire profits 
| of a good bargain. The beef which the con- 
| tractor failed to supply was purchased at its fair 

The Government paid no more 

| than individuals were paying at the time for the 
| same article; and the contractor not only did not 
| make a profit on the quantity furnished by him, 
be lost not merely his time 
and trouble, but a large amount of money, by 
which he was rendered insolvent. He appears 
to have used every effort in his power faithfully 
to fulfill his contract, and was prevented by cir- 
cumstances wholly beyond his control, and 
which could not have been foreseen. He does 
not, however, ask tg be remunerated for his 
losses, but that his sureties, to whom no fault 
can be attributed, shall be saved from utter ruin, 
after he has sacrificed his entire property, and 
| from which the Government has dettved a benefit. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a mistake in the 

bill in stating the name of one of the sureties. It 

| should be “* David Winslow,’’ instead of ‘* Daniel 
| Winslow.’’ I move that amendment. 

| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to amend by in- 

| serting after ‘* judgments,”’ the words, * and ail 
| levies made by virtue thereof.”’ 
The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
| the amendments were concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read the third 
time. It was read the third time and passed. 


JOHN H. WHEELER. 

| Mr. FISH. I ask the Senate to take up for 
| consideration now the bill (S. No. 514) reported 
|| from the Committee on Foreign Relations, for 
|| the relief of John H. Wheeler. I am eatisfied 
1 that it will not occupy more than a minute of the 


| Winslow, as sureties, entered into acontract with | time of the Senate, and will commend itself to 


| the Chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Cloth- || the favorable consideration of the body. 


| ing to deliver at the pers yer in Charlestown, |} 


Mr. BROWN. If the bill gives rise to no 


| Massachusetts, eighteen hundred barrels of navy || debate I shall make no objection; but I give notice 
| beef, between the Ist of January and the 15th of || that if it does, I shall insist upon taking up the 
| anes 1847, at the price of $7 87} per barrel. || District of Columbia bills. ' 


he regular business of Daniel Winslow, and of || 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


| his father, had been that of packing beef for forty || read a second time and considered as in Com- 


| 
| 1846, this contract would, upon that basis, 


| years, and upon an average price of navy beef || mittee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary 
| for twenty-five years next an the rom |, of the Treasur 
) 


to pay to John H. Wheeler, 


rave || late Minister Resident of the United States at 
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Granada, the sum of $500 as a full reimburse- 
ment of the expenses incurred by him in afford- 
ing relief to two hundred and fifty American 
in Octobe v. {855 








citizens, 

A party of American citizens, while crossing 
the I sthmus, en roule New 
York, were attacked by the natives at Virgin 
say ake of Nicaragus he 19th of 
fay, on the Lake of Nicaragua, on the tho 
October, 1255. Same of them were killed, others 
wounded and robbed. 
natives, 


from California to 


Another party of hostile 
y armed, were, at the same time, 
collected at San Carlos, on the other side of the 
lake ® who had ilso fire d 
by that place hus 


on each side oft 


bad | 
ronet 


upon passengers going 
hemmed in by hostile forces 
lake, and cut off from the 
means of access er ocean, they were com- 
pelled to resort to Granada, and apply to the 
memorialist, then Minister Resident of the United 
States at that place, for protection and such other 
relief as they required. He promptly afforded 
them the protection and relief asked for, pro- 


to eith 


cured comfortable quarters, and supplied them, | 
to the number of two hundred and fifty, with | 


food for two days and nights. 

The bill was re ported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN DONELSON AND OTHERS. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask the Senate to take up 
the bill S. No. 406. It explains itself, and if 
there is any objection to it, I will consent that it 
shall lie over. — 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 406) to revive and extend 


the provisions of an act passed on the 24th of | 


May, 1824, entitled ** An act for the relief of the 
repre sentatives of John Donelson, Stephen Heard, 
and others. 

The bill was reported back from the Committee 
on Public Lands, with an amendment, to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That the act entitled * 
provisions of an act passed on the 24th of May, 1824,” en 
titled ** An act for the relief of the representatives of John 
Donelson, Stephen tleard, and others,”’ 
of June, 1836. be, 
tinued im force 
Aafier the passag 

Mr. HUNTER. 
explanation of that bill. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
to give is, that these parties had a certain amount 
of land scrip and a certain time in which to locate 
it. ‘The lands were not located within the period 
prescribed, and this bill extends the time allowed 
them for two years longer. 

The amendment of the 
to; the bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and ithe amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time and passed. 

‘The utle was amended so as to read, A bill 


and the same is hereby, revived and con 


-ol this act 


to revive and extend the provisions of an act en- | 


titled ‘* An act to revive and extend the provis- 
ions of an act passed on the 24th of May, 1824, 
enutled an act for the relief of John Donelson, 
Stephen Heard, and others 
1836. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BILLS. 


Mr. BROWN. There are a number of bills 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia 
connected with the interests of this District, some 
of which will give rise to debate, and some of 
which will not. 


probably give rise to no debate. I therefore move 
now to take up the bill (S. No. 516) to incorpo- 
rate the Washington Paper-Mill Company. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I believe one of the first Dis- 
trict bills on the Calendar is a bill reported by 
the Judiciary Committee to increase the salaries 
of the judges here. We added it to the judiciary 
appropriation bill last year, but the House of 
Representatives struck it out on the ground that 
it was legislation in an appropriation bill. As 
the measure has already been in fact acted upon 


and discussed, | propose that we take up that bill || 


and send it to the other House to avoid the tech- 
nical difficulty of putting it on an appropriation 
bill. Iclaim that it shall be taken up in its order, 
and it is within the category of bills which the 
Senator from Mississippi proposes to take up. 


An act to revive and extend the | 


approved the 23d | 


or the further term of two years from and | 
I should like to hear some | 


The only explanation I have | 


committee was agreed | 


,»”’ approved May 3, || 





I propose, if the Senate will | 
permit me, to take up first those bills that will | 





| Mr. BROWN. I supposed that would give | 


rise to debate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
acknowledge the propriety of the motion of the 
Senator from Mississippi, and if this bill gives 
rise to debate, | shall waive its consideration. 

Mr. PROWN. I yield the floor to my friend 
from Georela. 

SALARIES OF DISTRICT JUDGES. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to take up the bill (S. 
No. 93) to increase the salaries of the judges of 
the circuit and criminal courts of the District of 
Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate as 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 


sider the bill. 
As originally introduced by Mr. Bropueap, 


it proposed to fix the salary of the chief judge of | 


the cireuit court of the District of Columbia at 
$4,000, and of the assistant judges of that court, 
and the judge of the criminal court, at $3,500 per 
annum, It was reported by the Committee on 


the Judiciary with an amendment to strike out || 


all after the enacting clause, and insert: 


That the salary of the chief justice of the circuit court | 


of the United States for the District of Columbia shall be 
$3,750 per annum, and the salaries of the associate judges 
and judge of the criminal court of said District $3,500 per 
annum, Lo be paid quarterly. 

Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That the salary of the 


judge of the orphan’s court of the District of Columbia , 


shail hereafter be $2,500 per annum, payable quarterly. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That so much of the || 
third section of the act of 7th July, 1838, entitled ** An act 


to establish a criminal court in the District of Columbia,”’ 
as requires the clerk of the circuit eourt to attend the said 
criminal court, and perform the duties required of him by 
law, in relation to criminal proceedings, be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed; and that the judge of the said criminal 
court shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint a 
clerk to the said court, who shall perform the duties now 
performed by the clerk of the circuit court, and shall receive 


the same fees and compensation therefor; and the books, | 
papers, and records of the said criminal court, now in the | 


custody of the clerk of the circuit court, shall be by him 
transferred to the custody of the clerk of the criminal court 
hereby authorized to be appointed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STUART. I suggest to the Senator to 
add to the title, ‘* and for other purposes,”’ as it 


includes legislation in addition to the provision | 


for salaries. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
be made. 

The tite was so amended. 


WASHINGTON PAPER-MILL COMPANY. 


Yes,sir, Let that addition 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the bill (S. No. | 


516) to incorporate the Washington Paper-Mill 
Company was read the second time, and consid- 
| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BROWN. There are two or three of 
these acts of incorporation, and they are all 
copies of each other with the exception of the 
names of the parties and of the business to be 
transacted. The reading of one-will give an un- 
derstanding of all the others. 
this one be read, but I notify the Senate that the 
others are copies in all material respects, so that 
the reading of one will explain the whole. 


style of the Washington Paper-Mill Company, 
as a body-politic and corporate, by the name and 


| with the usual powers of corporations. The cap- | 


_ ital stock is to be $50,000, the shares $100 each. 
Those who are stockholders of the corpora- 
tion, at the time any debt is contracted, are to be 


individually liable to its creditors for all debts | 
| contracted by the ee gery to an amount equal | 


| to the amount of stock held by them respectively 


ors or other officers are to be personally liable for 


ized by the act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
_ be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 


iL GRANITE MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the bill (S. No. 





If it does, I shall waive it. I | 


| The capital stock is to be $50,000, divide 
| shares of ten dollars each. ‘This bill con 


‘Ibelieve the idea is to take particles of grani 


| some degree, many materials used for building 


I propose that || 


The Secretary read the bill.” It proposes to | 
incorporate John E. Holmes, Fenner B. Taylor, | 
|| Wellington Lee, John B. Bell, John P. Hale, (of 


|| Virginia,) and their present and future associates, 





at the time the debt was contracted; and the direct- | 


any use, disposition, or investment of moneys or | 
property belonging to the corporation notauthor- | 
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515) incorporating the Granite Manufacty = 
Company of Washington City, was read the ning 
ond time, and considered as in Committee an 
Whole. the 
It proposes to constitute E. M. Joslin Jo) 
Fox, John W. Van Hook, William Bla, tae 
John W. Webb, and their associates, a body ag 
porate, by the name of the Granite Manufacty, “a 
Company, for the purpose of carrying oy , 3 
manufacture, in the District of Columbia. os. 
material known as Foster’s new and improy . 
building block, for which a patent was fray He 
in February, 1855, and also of other mater 
d Into 
tains the 


same restrictions as the preceding one. 
Mr. HUNTER. I should like to know 1, 
object of this bill. What is a granite manufac. 
turing company ? 
Mr. BROWN. They wish to manufaetyr 
material which is made by some process thar] 
do not understand. I only understand its nay, 


and so mold and‘cement them together as to male 


| solid blocks. 


Mr. HUNTER. At the time of the South Sq 


| bubble, one of the schemes was to convert gay. 
dust into cypress shingles. [Laughter.] I think 


we are making too many of these corporations, 


| Unless for some object that strikes everybody a3 


important, we ought not to be incorporating thesg 
companies. 

Mr. BROWN. I think that those of us who 
have examined the question ought to know ag 
much of it as those who have not examined jt, 
A specimen of the material is in the committea 
room, and if thought important, it can be brought 
up and shown to the Senate. It seems to beg 
very solid material, much more so than the com. 
mon brick, and can be molded to any form like 
brick. ‘These parties think it will supersede, in 

- 3 
purposes, because it will be cheaper and more 
substantial. 

Mr. WELLER. I think I apprehend the rea. 
son for the objection of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. Nature is engaged in manufacturing 


| granite in his State, and he does not desire to sea 


any company incorporated here that shall inter. 
fere with the natural operations of Virginia. | 
fear that is the ground of his objection. {Laugh- 
ter. | f 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DISTRICT INSANE ASYLUM. 
On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate, as in 


| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill (S. No. 497) supplementary to “ An act 


to organize an institution for the insane of the 
Army and Navy, and of the District of Colun- 
bia, in the said District,’? approved March 3, 
1855. 

It provides that no insane person not charged 
with any breach of the peace shall hereafter be 
enplinglae the United States jail or penitentiary 
in this District. It gives the Secretary of the 
Interior power to grant his order for the admis- 
sion into the Government hospital for the insane, 
of any insane person unable to support himself 
and family, (or himself, if he have no family) 
who resided in the District at the time he became 
insane, and who is not charged with any breach 
of the peace, upon the certificate of any judge 0! 
the circuit or criminal court, or any justice of the 
peace of the District, stating that two respectable 
physicians appeared before the judge or justice, 
and certified under oath, and under their hands, 
that they knew the party alleged to be insane, 
and that they believed him to be a fit subject fot 
treatment in such hospital; also stating that two 
respectable householders, residents of the Dis- 
trict, appeared before him, and certified under 


| oath, and under their hands, that they knew the 


party alleged to be insane and indigent, that he 
or she was a resident of the District at the ume 
he or she was seized with the mental disordet 


| under which he then labored, and that he was 
| unable to 


ay his board and other expenses 


therein; and the certificate of these physicials 


|| and householders is to accompany the certifica'? 
of the judge or justice. 


The application to the 
Secretary of the Interior for his order for the 
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mis ae 
aa. must be made within five days after the 
nation of the witnesses before a judge or 
euice of the peace. 


ick of said indigent insane person into the 


examine 


nh further provides that any indigent insane 


erson who did not reside in the District at the 
ye he became insane ma be admitted into 
the hospital upon the application of the corporate 
quthorities of the city of Washington, or of 
Georgetown, and at the expense of either of those 
therein, it being designed to give the superintend- 
>: power to take charge of such insane ore 


mit the local authorities can discover who his 


friends are, or Whence he came, with a view to | 
jis return to his friends or to the place of his | 


residence. If any person charged with crime 


be found, in the court before which he is so | 
reed, to be an insane person, the court shall | 


ha ; 
certify the fact to the Secretary of the Interior, 


who may order such person to be confined in the | 


hospital, and if he be not indigent, he and his 


estate shall be charged with the expenses of his | 


support. Any person becoming insane during 
the continuance of his sentence in the penitentiary 
js to have the same privilege of treatment in the 
hospital during the continuance of his mental 


disorder, unless it be the opinion, both of the | 


physician to the penitentiary and the superintend- 
ent of the hospital, that such insane convict is so 
depraved and furious in his character as to ren- 
der his custody in the hospital insecure, and his 
example pernicious. ° ’ 
in the hospital, charged with crime and subject 
to be tried therefor, or convicted of crime and 


undergoing sentence therefor, shall be restored to | 


sanity, the superintendent of the hospital is to 


give notice of the fact to the judge of the criminal | 


court, and deliver him to that court in obedience 
to the proper precept. 
Independent or pay patients may be received 


into the hospital on the certificate of two respect- | 


} 


able physicians of the District, stating that they 
nave personally examined the patient, and believe 
him to be insane at the time of giving the certifi- 
cate,and a fit subject for treatment in the institu- 


tion, accompanied by a written request for his | 
admission from the nearest relatives, legal guard- | 


ian, or friend of the patient, where he may re- 
main until restored to reason. The request for 


admission must be made within five days of the | 


date of the certificate of insanity. 


Mr. HUNTER. The object of this bill is to 


permit the pauper insane of the District of Co- | 
That is right | 
enough; but does it provide that all insane per- | 
sous in the District are to be put in the asylum | 


lumbia to be put in that institution. 


at the public expense? 

Mr. BROWN. Not at all. The fourth sec- 
tion makes special provision, that when here the 
are to be put in, but the duty of the superintend- 


ent Is to ascertain where they come from, and | 


send them back. 

Mr. HUNTER. What about the rich? 

Mr. BROWN. Those who are able to pay 
are required to pay specifically by the act. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is right. 

Mr. BROWN. In section eight, line four, 
alter the word ** him,’’ I move to insert ** or her.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis suggested 
tothe Chair by the Secretary, that in line eigh- 
teen a modification is necessary, to make it con- 
gruous with the text, which reads ‘that he or 
she was a resident of the District at the time he 
or she was seized with the mental disorder under 
which he then labored.” 

Mr. BROWN. I move to insert after the last 
Word “he,’’ the words ** or she.”’ 

lhe amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senateas amended, | 


and the amendments were concurred in. The 


bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
OBSTRUCTIONS TO AVENUES. 

_On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill (S. No. 251) to authorize the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings to remove ob- 
structions from certain streets and avenues in 


« during the continuance of the insane person | 


‘be stricken out. 


|| keeping up these grounds. 


When any person confined | 

















|, avenue at the same moment of time. 
| viation would that be? j 
| passing from the avenue to the Capitol during 
| the sittings of Congress—and it is then especially 
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was last under consideration, to strike out the || time allowed for stoppage at the de 


third section, in the following words: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Washington |! 


and Alexandria Railroad Company shal! bave authority to 
lay a railroad track along First street, across Pennsylvania 
avenue, and along Marylar 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad to 
other pointon the Potomac: 
along Seventh street west, from Maryland avenue to the 
canal: Provided, Tie rails on said track shall not be laid 
above the level of the paving-stones on said street and 


Potomac bridge, or to such 


re . Ovid er ri "Thee ee » : » ales ' 
avenues: And provided further, That said company shall | 


at no ime use steam as a propelling power on said track, 


and shall, moreover, remove the said track, without cost to | 


the United States, whenever Congress shall so direct. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
k do not see any harm it will 
do, but, on the contrary, I see great public con- 


venience in allowing that railroad to be continued | 


from the Potomac river to the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad. 
the cit 
Washington desires it. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I was present at 
a former discussion on this subject, and -was 
utterly amazed at the expression of such senti- 
ments as those which the honorable Senator from 
Virginia has just announced. First street crosses 
Pennsylvania avenue just at the descent of Capi- 
tol Hill, and a track has already been laid along 
it. Is it possible that we can allow such an ob- 
struction to mar the beauty of these grounds. 
We are now put to a large annual expense in 
We have spent mil- 
lions; we may spend five millions, orten or twenty 
millions, for the extension of this Capitol and its 


| grounds, not only in preparing the building for 


the utilitarian purposes of legislation, and having 
rooms in which we can sit with convenience and 
comfort, but for ornament, with some reference 
to the magnificence of the country in every other 
respect—its material magnitude, if you please. 
We expend money freely for the purpose of main- 
taining the public improvements in this city, and 
the public thoroughfares, particularly Pennsyl- 
vania avenue, connecting the Capitol with the 
executive buildings on its western extremity. 
It seems to me strange that gentlemen should 
think that anything short of an imperative public 
necessity could justify the allowance of the pas- 
sage of car after car, ** from morn to noon, from 
noon to dewy eve,’’ across this magnificent ave- 
nue at the point where it is proposed to cross it. 
I think it objectionable to allow cars to cross it 
at any point. 


Are we to disregard all considerations of orna- | 


ment—all argument of convenience, not only 
towarcs Congress, but the public who resort to 
Washington for various purposes—pleasure, cu- 
riosity, or business? ‘That such an obstruction 
as this should be permitted from the mere con- 
sideration of the slight convenience it will be to 
travel between the North and South in going 
through the city of Washington, surpasses any 
conception that I have of propriety or consist- 
ency. If we are to do this, why are we put to 
so much expense in ornamenting this city, and 
improving it in a manner fit for the seat of Gov- 
ernment of this great Revublic? Why not turn 
out all our grounds? What is the use of main- 
taining them? What is the use of expending 
money on them, if they are to be gigen up to the 
obstructions which will be caused at almostevery 
hour of the day, in process of time, by allowing 
a railroad to pass across this avenue? 

It is true itis proposed in this section of the 
bill to prohibit the use of a locomotive in the city; 
but what does that signify? 
some mitigation of the evil; but still the trains 
will be carried by horse power, and will obstruct 
the avenue. 
submitted at the last session, it was suggested 
that some proposition was likely to be made, and 
perhaps carried, that not more than one or two 
cars in a train should be permitted to cross the 


Suppose, sir, you are 
that this will be the greatest obstruction—as you 


approach the crossing-place, there is a car drawn 
by «wo horses, and another just in the rear of it, 


was 'and another and another, until fifteen or twenty 
the city of Washington, and prevent trespasses || 
on the same; the question pending being on an | 


pass. They cannot wait; you must give way to 


them. These communications require so much | 


amendment offered by Mr. Puen, when the bill || rapidity to make connections, that there is no 


ivernue, from the depot of the | 


iver as they mity select, and | 


I hope that section will not 


I see no injury that it can do to | 
or the community. I believe the city of | 


To be sure that is | 


I remember that in the arguments | 


W hat alle- 
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ime | pot or at a sta- 
tion in acity. The cars will not give way to foot 


passengers or carriages that are coming up Penn- 
sylvania avenue in order to reach the Capitol. It 
is more important that they shall oee py the 
avenue until the whole tran has passed. How 
many trains are there to be ina day? Nowthere 
might not be more than three; | believe there are 
but three trains on the railroad between Balti- 
more and Washington passing on to the South; 
butin time you will have them ever 
and perhaps every hour in the end. Who can 
undertake to estimate the amount of travel? 
When once you have given authority to extend 
this road across Pennsylvania avenue, you have 
given it toa private company; it becomes a vested 
right. It becomes a monopoly to some extent, 
though that view is not connected with the 
grounds of exception which I take. It becomes 
aright vested in a private corporation—a com- 
pany of gentlemen—and it stands forever. You 
cannot impose any limitations on it which you 
do not impose when it is granted. - 
The principal argument in its favor urged at 


two hours, 


| the last session of Congress was, that the private 


convenience of members of Congress, of em- 
ployés about the Capitol, and of the citizens of 
the Republic who resort to Washington for busi- 
ness or pleasure, and of the inhabitants of Wash- 
ington, ought not to overrule the great convenience 
of maintaining uninterrupted the great line of 
travel between the North and South, through the 
city of Washington. It was urged that that chan- 
nel of intercommunication should not be inter- 
rupted for half an hour, or an haur, if you please, 


| for the convenience of the people of Washington, 


the members of Congress, or employés of the 


, Government, or the public generally who choose 


to resort to Washington atanytime. The argu- 
ment was that there was no comparison between 


| these relative conveniences; that one was so over- 
| whelmingly imperative in its demands that the 


Government ought to submit and allow this con- 
nection to be made in this way, however incon- 


| sistent it might be with the plans and purposes 


which Congress had heretofore had in view in 
building up this magnificent city, and ornament- 
ing particularly Pennsylvania avenue. If this 
were the only channel by which the travel be- 
tween the North and South could go on uninter- 
ruptedly, | might submit to it; but [ understand 
—and I wish the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi to explain whether it be the fact—that Con- 
gress has heretofore granted to the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company full authority to com- 
plete the necessary connection. ‘There is no im- 
pediment to an understanding between them and 
the company constructing the Alexandria rail- 
road. 1 understand—if Iam mistaken I desire 
to be corrected—that the Baltimore and Ohio 


' Railroad Company have a charter now to extend 


a branch of their road east of the Capitol, upon a 
convenient and practicable route, to any point on 
the Potomac river. 

Mr. BROWN. I believe that is true. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Then, so far as 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, who 
run a branch of their road from Baltimore to the 
city of Washington, are concerned, if their inter- 
est or the public interest would be promoted by 
having a continuous route between the North and 
South, without any interruption at the city of 
Washington, a channel is open to them. {t is, 
no doubt, to some extent desirable that this great 
channel of intercourse should not be interrupted 
by hav‘ng such a space as there is now between 


|| the depot in Washington and the Potomac river, 


to be passed over in carriages or omnibuses; but 
so far as it is desirable to have that obstruction 
removed, they have the power to remove it. Per- 
haps it would require a little more cost on the 
part of the companies interested in the connec- 
tion; it would not be so direct; but the difference 
in time would not be three minutes in passing & 
through train over the line. I have not seen any 
report of an engineer on that point; but certainly 
there would not be five minutes’ interruption, 
if they should undertake to construct a road 
where they are now authorized by law to con- 
struct it. 4 

I apprehend, however, it is not the public in- 
terest that is pressing on this subject; but private 
interests have been connected with the question 
of getting the railroad thrust across Pennsylvania 
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avenue. Ihave noideaof yielding to that private 
interest, unless it be found to be impracticable 
to extend this route, so as to have a continuous, 
ininterrupted line between North and South, 
through the city of Washington, in any other 
way. If that were so, there would be a higher 
consideration demanding us to sacrifice the plan 
of improvement adopted in the city of Washing- 


ton to this great public interest; but, as I under- | 
| 


stand the honorable Senator from Mississippi, 
thatis notthe case. There is now existing power 
to construct such a road. It is only a question 
whether wé shall save these companies the ex- 
yenditure which will be necessary to construct a 
branch which will cost perhaps a few hundred 
thousand more than the one which is proposed; 
or whether we shall sacrifice our plans, and the 
public convenience connect d with the legislation 
of the country, and the conduct of the executive 


. | 
government of the country, to the interests of |! 


these local companies? 
I can conceive how my honorable friend from 
Virginia may see that it would be more advan- 
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taveous and convenient to certain interests in the | 


’ - | 
State of Virginia—which he always represents so 


ably here whenever they are presented for con- 
sideration in Congress—to have this line of.road 
extended across the Potomac directly from the 
depot here to some point where a road con- 
structed on the line upon which the company,is 
already authorized to construct one would not 
reach. This may be a more direct route; but 
still | understand it has been reported by engi- 
neers that a road is entirely practicable on the 
line for which the Baltimore and Ohio company 
has already a charter to construct it, to intersect 


' 





the Potomac at some point between Georgetown | 


and the mouth of the eastern branch of the Poto- 
mac. The Senator from Mississippi will tell me 
whether Iam mistaken or not. Even if it inter- 


| 


sected the Potomac at the mouth of the eastern | 


branch or near it, that is not a consideration 
which would overrule the other reasons that, in 
my judgment, ought to forbid the passage of 
daily trains across Pennsylvania avenue. 

These are the reasons that inclined me, when 
the question was up before, to oppose this sec- 
tion; and I hope it will be stricken out. 

Mr. BROWN. The first two sections of this 
bill lam very desirous of having passed. They 
are very important to the public interests here. 


‘The Commissioner of Public Buildings reports | 


to Congress that he cannot keep in order the 
public avenues and streets which are improved 
by the Government, because no power has been 
given him by Congress to doso. All of us know 
from actual observation that they are frequently 
out of order. In reference to the third section, 
I should be very glad to have it stricken out. As 
the printed report shows, it was never put there 
with my consent, although I reported the bill 
under the instruction of a majority of the com- 
mittee. WhatTI desire is, to get a vote on that 
section, either to strike it out or leave it in, so 
that we may pass that portion of the bill which 
is material to the public interest. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
wish to call the attention of the Senate to what 
has taken place heretofore on the subject. We 
had this whole proposition, substantially as it is 


now before us, under consideration two years || the year, pe through it continually. The 


ago. It was brought before the Senate on a direct 


proposition to give permission to lay down a | 


track. I donot know thatthe direction was then 
specific, but it was feared by the Senate that the 
track would at some place or other cross Penn- 
sylvania avenue. The matter was up for dis- 
cussion; and the sense of the Senate at that time 
was so strongly against it in every particular, that 
permission was refused. 
iny recollection, was so worded, on the motion of 
its friends, as to provide that the road might cross 
the city, but must cross it above Pennsylvania 
avenue, striking the river at a higher point. 


Mr. President, I am | 
opposed to this third section altogether; and I || 


The bill, according to | 
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I: : ° 
strongly expressed, that that finally was agreed {| in particular, from the vast expenditure 


on as all that Congress could reasonably grant. 

What was the next step? The sense of Con- 
gress being thus expressed distinctly, the refusal 
being made, it being understood that they would 
not permit a railroad to cross this great avenue 
in any part of it, the next thing we knew when 
we came back here was that a railroad was con- 
structed across Pennsylvania avenue at the foot 
of these grounds. hen we came to inquire 
how it had taken place, we found that it had been 
done, notwithstanding the refusal of Congress, 
by permission of the city government of Wash- 
ington. Notwithstanding all we do in regard to 
Pennsylvania avenue—notwithstanding their de- 
pendence on us, which they admit in the numer- 
ous calls they make on us—they undertook, 
knowing the will of Congress, to override it and 
put this obstruction directly in the place where 
Congress had said it should not be. 

After having thus, in defiance of the express 
will of Congress, established their road directly 
|in the place where Congress had expressly said 

it should not be established, they have the impu- 
| dence to come here and squeeze a proposition of 
this kind into another bill, to authorize this im- 
position upon us and the public, and we are called 
upon to vote for it. I donot know of any greater 
possible impertinence, than this action of the 
| railroad company, and of the city authorizing it 
to be done; and for my single self, I am ready to 
say that, if this city government, dependent as 
| it acknowledges itself to be, on Congress, for so 
much as itis, by its numerous claims and calls for 
aid in every possible manner, is disposed thus to 
thwart the will of Congress expressed so clearly, 
there is one thing left for us, and that is, by 
withholding supplies, and refusing to grant what 
we otherwise might grant, to teach them that 
they cannot impose on us in that way. I am 
ready to apply thataction to them until they learn 


|| that we have something to do with this matter, 


|| but there is hardl 


for which we pay so much, and which is so in- 
teresting to us. 

That is the state of the question as it comes 
before us. Then there is the general question, 
and upon that I distinctly and fully agree (and 
my opinion is founded on observation and ex- 

| perience) with the Senator from Tennessee, that 
| we could not do a worse thing. There is no 
greater nuisance—there is nothing that is more 
dangerous, more troublesome, than a railroad 
crossing a great avenue inacity. I know very 
well that it has been found impossible for any 
| State Legislature to refuse any application that a 
| railroad company makes. They are all-powerful 
'in our Legislatures. They have their own will 
and their own way. They accomplish just what 
they please. If they fail one year they succeed 
the next. I did hope that Congress would have 
power to resist a railroad company; but it seems 
| that Congress is, in one way or another, to be 
| brought under their dominion also. 

1 will not undertake to repeat, or to enlarge 
upon, what has been said by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Tennessee; but we know the extreme 
importance of this great avenue. It brings all 
the foot travel to and from the Capitol and the 


|, Capitol grounds atall seasons of the year, when 


Congress is jn session. There are crowds of 
men, women, and children, at some seasons of 


por of cars through it will be dangerous. 

‘ou talk about prohibiting cars drawn by steam; 

a week during the course of 
the year that we do not hear of somebody bein 

| killed by horse cars in the city of New York; an 
the same thing may occur here. Not only are 

| we to be exposed to the hazard of danger to our 


|| pau but if we may be supposed, all of us, to 
) 


e discreet enough to take care of ourselves on 
this thoroughfare, the trouble and annoyance of 
taking care of ourselves when we pass so often, 

_and of women and children being constantly on 
their guard to prevent being run over, should be 


Although objections were made to that on the || enough, supposing no life to be lost, to defeat 
ground of additional expense, the friends of the || such a measure. 


bill finally consented to take the provision to con- || 


I should regard it as a calamity to have a rail- 


nect their roads north and south by crossing the | road established there, and it certainly will b@a 
city at a distance above, so as to keep clear of || blot on the beauty of the avenue and a great in- 


. ° i! . . . 
Pennsylvania avenue altogether. That is my || terference with the enjoyment which the 


recollection distinctly of what took place in the | 
Senate at the session before the last. 
was argued, and the sense of the Senate so 


The matter | are making. 
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ublic 
ought to have of the grounds we have made and 
it will neutralize the benefit to be 
derived by the public generally, and by ourselves 
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which is being made on these buildings” pam 
sider it to be the greatest folly in the world, 
paying such sums of money for beautiful gr; aoe 
and increasing and enlarging these grounds. ;, 
put directly in front of them, at the main ae 
trance, interfering with everybody, precisely thas 
which will most dintinish their valle by dimin 
ishing the possibility of their enjoyment. : 

It may save the railroad companies two or threg 
hundred thousand dollars; but we had better an. 
propriate the money directly out of the Treagy; 
of the United States, unless my friends on the 
other side should find some constitutional dij. 
culty. I would vote much more readily donbje 
the amount of money out of the Treasury of th 
United States to put this railroad somewhere 
else, rather than have cars go by these grounds 
1 am afraid I am disposed to use strong language. 
but I hope the Senate will not be so mad and 
absolutely deranged as to authorize any such 
thing, more especially to countenance such a gross 
imposition on us as the establishment of this raj. 
road has been from the beginning. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the differences 
between me and the Senators from Tennessee and 
Maine is this: they seem to think it would beg 
very great inconvenience to the public to allow 
this railroad to be brought across Pennsylvania 
avenue, and very little convenience to those who 
are traveling over the great line from North to 
South. I think just the reverse. I think it would 
be very little inconvenience to the public here, 
and a very great convenience to this line of travel, 
I cannot see, under the regulations which it js 
proposed to impose, how it can lead to any great 
inconvenience. What is the difference betweep 
a line of omnibuses, running as they do every 
day along Pennsylvania avenue, ta line of 
omnibuses crossing it two or three times a day, 
drawn by horses, and so regulated as to carry 
only one or two cars at a time. ‘ 

but the Senator from Tennessee says we give 
this right to a private company forever. [t is 
easy enough to introduce a provision that we 
may recall it whenever we choose. I am in- 
formed by my friend from Mississippi, that there 
is now such a provision that we can at anytime 
recall the privilege if we find it inconvenient, 
That being the case, I cannot see anything that 
we risk in this matter. At present, it would not 
impair our grounds. If we should desire to ex- 
tend them, of course we should take away the 
privilege, and either deny them the right to cross 
the avenue, or make them cross it at some other 
point; so that I see no force in any of the argu 
ments that are urged. 

The Senator from Maine says he is disposed 
to vote to strike out this section, because he re- 
gards it as an act of impudence on the part of 
the city government of Washington to have 
undertaken to allow this right of way after the 
action of Congress. I do not believe that the 
city government of Washington meant us aly 
stan in allowing this privilege; I do not believe 
they meant in any way to dispute our authority; 
but they had a deep interest in this matter, and 
a far deeper interest than Senators seem to sup- 
pose —an interest far beyond anything which 
any company or anybody in Virginia can have. 
The great line of railroads is either to avoid the 
city of Washington altogether, or else it is to pass 
down some of its avenues. It is either to 0 
around by Georgetown, and cross a bridge some: 
where above it, or on the aqueduct, and come 
down one of the avenues here to the depot, or!t 
is to cross somewhere about the Long Bridge, °f 
else it is to be brought up from Alexandria out 
side of the city, not stopping here at all. The 
city, therefore, has a deep interest in securing 
some communication which will bring the line o! 
travel through the city of Washington. It is 4 
matter of very great doubt whether the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad and the Virginia railroads, !! 
they shall find a crossing by boat at Alexandra 
is not too great an impediment, would not find !¢ 
to their interest to take that route. I believe '* 
would be the shortest; it would take less ume; 
and I incline to think they will take that route 
sooner than suffer elias to be forced to 9 
so much out of their way as they would do if they 
went round by Georgetown, and crossed the rivet 
above that city; so that on this question hangs 
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other, whether the railroad shall come through 


ity of Washington or not—whether this city 
tne © 





from it? 
suppose it 


| 

| facilities to the city of Washington. 

iow whatever advantages are to be derived '| but I wish the cities in his own State would not 
ti j . 


swing this temporary track to be laid, which | 


1 und rsiand has not been used, but is lying 
, a“ subject to the order of Congress. 

{t any rate, in regard to the question of au- 

“tw. if that be the only point, we can easily 
enough remove that difficulty by giving them au- 
\hority to cross Pennsylvania avenue under such 
_.mplations as we may think necessary to make, 
caving, if you choose, that they shall cross with 
only one car at a time, drawn by horses and not 
hy steam, and that Congress reserve the right 
of revoking the privilege at any time they — 


thority, 


choose. oan 
Under such restrictions I can see no probable 
danger or inconvenience, whilst I can see a very 


creat interest which the city of Washington has |! 
iy securing this link between the two great lines | 


of travel. . ‘ 

So far as my own State is concerned, [ am very 
doubtful whether the interest of the city of Alex- 
andria would not be promoted by interrupting the 
link instead of connecting it, and whether the 
efect of not connecting it will not be to injure 
this city and the city of Baltimore, rather than to 
injure any interest which Alexandria may have. 
Rut, on the other hand, the interest of the great 


line of travel from North to South is that it | 


should be as expeditious and short as possible. 
This, | believe, is the most expeditious line it can 
take, unless perhaps a route crossing the river 
at Alexandria, then crossing the Eastern Branch, 
and joining the Baltimore road at Bladensburg, 


leaving Washington entirely out of the question, | 


may be the speediest. Ihave heard some persons 
connected with the ee in Virginia express 


the opinion, that after all it would be their interest | 


to do this, and certainly more to their interest to 
do it than to go around by Georgetown. 


Ithink that, instead of taxing the city of Wash- | 


ington, as Senators seem to do, some sympathy 
ought to be felt for it in the anxiety it has to 


secure a portion of the advantage of this through | 
, for one, should like to make the experi- | 
If it should turn out to lead to any of the | 


travel. 
ment, 


That is this section, as I understand. | 


My friend from Virginia is willing to grant all 
So am I; 


are between one depot and another in Richmond 
and Petersburg. They are very cautious in taking 
care of their own cities, and they levy tribute on 

| those who are not disposed to walk through 
them. 


| I think this is the Jast place in the United States 
|} where there should be an effort made to locate a 


|railroad. Is it possible that we are driven to 


|| this pass, that here, in the capital of the nation, 


j 
| 


|| 'Toomss,] who is usuall 


|a railroad is to be sounding its whistle in the 
| public grounds, and all the noise and danger 
| incident to running cars through the streets are 


| to be encountered, without our being able to pro- 
The railroad is to run so near the | 


tect ourselves? 
Capitol that no member of Congress who comes 
| here with his family will feel safe in passing in a 
carriage up and down Pennsylvania avenue. 
I remember that my friend from Georgia, { Mr. 
correct on most ques- 
| tions, took the ground that he would send steam 


| place where a company should ever attempt to 
| locate a railroad. How long will it be after they 


| by steam? What will then be the condition of the 
| Capitol of the nation? Look at your fine grounds, 
| which my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 


|| labored so energetically to protect when we at- 


| tempted to establish an armory on the Mall. Ido 
|| not know whether this road is to touch the Mall. 
| If it is, ] presume he will be wide awake on that 
| subject. When the contractors proceeded in the 

erection of the armory at atheavy outlay, and we 
\| incurred the danger of a heavy expense, this 
|| body was so anxious to protect the Mall and the 
| public works in this city, that it passed a bill to 
| stop the work and put it down. 
'| road does not pass through the Mall; or, with 


|| the usual vigilance of my friend from Missis- 





\| of the city to be disturbed. 

Mr. BROWN. 
section as my friend from Alabama. I want to 
strike it out, as he would have perceived if he 


inconveniences which gentlemen suppose, I would || had heard what I said. 


be among the first to vote to revoke it; but I think 
it would be better to try it—far better than cut 


Washington off from all the advantages of the || ing. 1 was attracted only by the remarks of my || 
friend from Tennessee, and recognized an old || 
acquaintance in the attempt of this company to || 
|run a railroad through the city of Washington, |) 
| under the caves of the Capitol of the nation. Sen- || 


railroad connection. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. This subject has been 
so elaborately discussed by the Senators from 
Tennessee and Maine as to leave but little for 
others who agree with them to say. It seems 
to me that this matter is one of more importance, 
and should elicit more of the attention of the 
Senate, than we seem inclined to bestow on it. 


We come in collision here with two interests that || from various parts of the country congregate in || 


I have found it very hard to contend with since [ 
have been in the Senate—the first, the city of 
Washington, and the second, railroad companies. 
I think the Government has always been liberal 
to this city. I have felt so inclined myself, and 
I have voted for all their measures whenever I 
thought it consistent with my duty to do so. 
The Senator from Maine stated very properly 


that this question was discussed at considerable | 


length some two years ago, when the Senate 
decided against allowing the company to cross 
Pennsylvania avenue. 
they come here now, under the authority of the 
city, and they propose to do—what? Torun a 
railroad right under the eaves of the Capitol. 
Something of the same kind was done in regard 


to the barracks at St. Louis; and I predicted | 


then that some day there would be an attempt to 
runa railroad through the grounds of the Capitol. 


In that case, as in thjs, there was first a provision | 


that the President of the United States should 


prescribe the terms on which the Iron Mountain | 


railroad should go through the arsenal grounds 
near St. Louis. He did so; and after the terms 
had been accepted by the company, they came for- 
ward and disputed them, and accomplished every- 
thing they desired. We passed a bill last year 
to release them from the conditions impose 


Notwithstanding that, | 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. 1 was notin the Cham- 


| ber when my friend from Mississippi was speak- 


‘ators and Representatives who bring their fami- 
| lies here, will never feel safe if you permit engines 
| to pass through the city. We know that during 
| a portion of the year large collections of people 


| the Capitol grounds and crowd the avenues by 
| which they are approached. Do you suppose a 
| railroad car will give way? Or will the multitude 


| Other gentlemen here are more conversant than I 


| and have seen more of its consequences; but with 
\| the little experience I have had of railroads, they 
| are the last things I would permit to run through 
a city where there is a great current of human 
beings passing, as is continually the case in the 
| 7 of Washington. ; 

know that this is a fearful interest to contend 


| 
| 
| 
' 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| Government itself. 


| 
} 





for attempting to do what it was distinctly de- 
| clared in the law they should not do. In our 


| absence they laid down a track, notwithstanding |, 
by || Congress had distinctly and repeatedly declared | 


the President, though the Secretary of War in- || that the avenue should not thus be invaded. 


formed us that by doing so you would destroy a 


frees public work. That is what the railroads 
ave done. 


I am not disposed to go over the ground my 


| wherever it could go for the benefit of the public. | 


| run their cars, before they will attempt to run them | 


I presume this | 


|| sippi, he would not allow that beautiful portion | 


I am as much opposed to this 


| against—one that I have never been able success- 

fully to contend with. It is amore potent interest, 
| I think, than the world at this time is conscious 
of. At no distant day the various railroads, 
|running through our country, may so combine 
that they will be able to contend even with the 
1 do not complain of the 
|| action of the city authorities here, further than 
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| understood before we determine to establish a 


railroad here, the noise on which will deafen you, 


; and may preyent us from doing business while 
“In that it had a deep interest; and I || require us to be jolted and jostled so much as we || 


thought it was giving no offense in | 


the steam-cars are passing. The idea, in the first 
instance, of being carried through by horse-cara, . 
They will get steam ingrafted 


| very soon, and have steam-engines drawing the 
7 g 


cars, Lhope an effectual stop will be put to the 
roject. 

Mr. BROWN. This section of the bill has 
stood in the way, notonly of the passage of what 
everybody admits to be a good bill, but every 


| time we have had any District business up, it 
| has obstructed the whole business of this District. 


| I want the Senate to take a vote on it. Let us 
either leave the section in or strike itout. Every- 


; 


| 


1} 


| I agree to that; but I say that this is the last || 


| 
\} 
| 





| 





1] 


1 


| 


'whom you find crowding into your beautiful || 
| walks and avenues for the purpose of passing a | 
| social hour yield to it? If they do give way they | 
| will do what I have never seen them do before. | 


am with the effect of running cars through cities, | 


| nication. 


| opposed to the measure. 


body, I think, understands the question, and if 
those who are in favor of striking out will trust 
me, they can do it easily by voting without talk- 
ing. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As there seems to be an al- 
most universal agreement on this question, I will 


| only take a moment to enter my protest against 
| what the Senate is about to do. 


At the last ses- 
sion of Congress I endeavored to show that it was 
right and proper that this break in a great national 


| communication should be filled up here, as such 
| breaks are everywhere else. 


j 1 have listened to 
all this clamor at this session and the last, and I 
believe it reduces itself to the argument of my 


| friend from Alabama. 


As this body is said to be the last citadel of 


| fogyism, for the present these gentlemen do not 
| intend to be disturbed by the whistle of the cars, 


It might disturb these old gentlemen. In the 


| country we are doing it everywhere, but it will 


take some time to reach the Senate. I think itis 


| proper and right for them to go by or even under 


the Capitol if it suits the purposes of trade and 
commerce, and they will do it in time. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Iam one of those who have 
—— in this ‘* clamor,’’ and I hope it will 
ye continued until the project of perpetuating a 
bridge across a navigable stream below the city 
of Georgetown, subjecting the western end of this 


| city to the consequences that flow from that ob- 
| struction in almost aa ill-health, shall be 
| entirely and forever « 


efeated. This measure was 
pending in the last Congress, and there was then 


| a most decisive expression of the sense of this, 


if not of the other, House upon it. I hope we 
shall persist in the policy which we then adopted. 
For one, | am in favor of destroying the bridge 
across the river. lam not willing to perpetuate 
it by making it part of a railroad line of commu- 
I think the line of communication 
should be by a bridge at Georgetown. Here, 
where we have the power, we should clear out 
obstructions from this navigable river. But if it 
is the disposition of the Senate to take the ques- 
tion at this time, without going into further dis- 
cussion, I will forbear to go into it. Iam entirely 
It was discussed at the 
last session, and the sense of Congress seemed 
to be very strong against it. 

The motion to strike out the third section was 
agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


RETROCESSION OF GEORGETOWN. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the bill (S. No. 
382) to take the sense of the people living west 


lof Roek creek, in the District of Columbia, on 
| the question of the retrocession of that part of 


said District to the State of Maryland, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It proposes to make it the duty of the Mayor 
of Georgetown to give notice in three or more 
newspapers published in the District of Colum- 
bia, and by posting at all places of general pub- 
lic resort west of Rock creek, that an election 


| will be held on Monday, the 3d day of November 


next, for the purpose of taking the sense of the 
qualified voters in the District of Columbia living 
west of Rock creek on the question of retroced- 
ing that part of the District to the State of Mary- 


‘land. The election is to be conducted in all re- 


spects as other elections are conducted in the city 


| friends from Tennessee and Maine have taken; || of Georgetown, and the voters in favor oh pelaey 
lbut I trust this matter will be discussed and || cession are to write ‘‘ Retrocession” on their bal- 





yes RE me ene be 


Wey 


ESS 


Dee? 


PSSA 


Revo eUES 


oe 


SUBS ae SORE, BSI FT 





Er a 


456 


lots, and those opposed, ‘* No Retrocession;’’ and 
it is to be the duty of the said Mayor of George- 
town to communicate the result of the election 
to Congress at its next session. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. Is there a 
written report accompanying this bill? 

Mr. BROWN, ] ao not beheve the re 1s. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that amongst the papers accompanying 
the bill is a resolution offered by the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Tuompson] directing the 
Committee on the District of Columbia to inquire 
into the expediency of retroce ding Georgetown 
to the State of Maryland on certain terms and 
conditions, and a petition of citizens of George- 
town, praying for the retrocession of that city to 





Maryland, with a grant of a liberal appropriation 


for the payment of the debts thereof. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. 
petition be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

To the honorable the Senate of the United States.—The 
undersigned citizens of Georgetown have heard with great 
pleasure that a resolution has been introduced into your 
honorable body by an honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
on the subject of the retrocession of this city to tts old 
mother State, Maryland; and they hereby desire and pray 
that your Lbonorable body may act promptly thereon and 
consummate this desirable measure, so highly conducive 
to the welfare of their city, and so highly acceptable to a 
majority of its citizens. And they furthermore pray thai 
Congress may make a liberal appropriation in the same bill 
for liquidating the existing debts of this city. 


Mr. BROWN. It will be observed that this 
bill is simply to authorize the taking the sense 
of the people of that part of the District lying 
west of Rock creek, which is the Georgetown 
art, as to whether they desire to be retroceded. 

t takes no step in that direction except simply 
to ascertain their wish, and to ascertain it in some 
legal form. The committee who had the ques- 
tion under consideration did not think it proper 
to report a bill to retrocede these people until it 
had been first ascertained what they themselves 
desired about it—not to trust,@n other words, a 
mere petition carried round, the signatures to 
which might be genuine or not. The first point 
to be considered is, whether they prefer their 
resent position, or prefer going back to Mary- 
biol. So far as I am concerned, not only as a 
citizen but as a Senator, ] should prefer to see 
them incorporated into the city of Washington. 
A step was taken last summer in that direction, 
but it failed insome way. I believe the marriage 
was contracted; but on account of some diffi- 
culty in settling the estate, it was never consum- 
mated. I can really see no harm in allowing the 
people of that portion of the District to determine 
for themselves, not whether they will go, but 
whether they desire to go; and then it will be 
left for Congress to determine whether they will 
respect their wish or not. All that this bill pro- 
poses is simply to take their sense,on which you 
are to act hereafter. 

Mr.SEWARD. I should like to ask the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi if he can inform 
me how much of the original ten miles square 
will remain after the subtraction of what has 
been taken by Virginia, and what is proposed to 
be taken now by the State of Maryland? 

Mr. BROWN. I cannot tell. I never made 
any estimate. I suppose a little more than one 
third of the original ten miles square will be 
taken off, 

Mr. PRATT. The original ten miles square 
included Alexandria county, the part which has 
already been retroceded to Virginia. My opinion 
is, that if the wishes of the people of George- 
town were gratified, and all that part of the Dis- 
trict west of Rock creck retroceded to Maryland, 
it would take off about one third of the remain- 
ing portion. The chairman of the committee 
thinks it a little less; but that is my impression. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
Maryland may be better informed than I am, for 
I was far distant at the time of the retrocession 
of Alexandria. He may be able to tell me how 
much was taken off by that retrocession. I have 
not the least idea. 

Mr. BROWN. If it could be thrown into a 
square, the present District would be about six 
miles square, It was ten miles square before the 


Let that 


retrocession of Alexandria county; that took off | 


four-tenths. 


Mr. STUART. 


I do not think it is worth 


while to consume any time in the discussion of || 


TH 


| this measure. [t seems to me very obvious that | 
this proposition has emanated from these people | 


in contemplation of a sufficient appropriation by 
Congress to pay their debts. That is what they 
state in their petiuon. This bill, however, does 
not propose to submit the question to them on 
those terms. It only proposes to submit the 
single question of whether they desire to be retro- 
ceded, Itseems to me that in that regard the 
bill is certainly not according to the terms of the 
petition, and will be utterly useless. ‘These peo- 
ile will not say, **We desire to be retroceded to 
Maryland with our indebtedness remaining upon 
us;’’ but they will give us a consent with certain 
conditions attached, which will not advance us 
anything beyond where we are now. I confess, 
as a matter of first impression, my own views 
are against the retrocession. I am inclined to 
think we have as little territory now as we ought 
to have attached to the Capitol of the United 
States. There might have been a propriety in 
retroceding Alexandria county to Virginia, on 
account of its being cut off by the river; but that 
argument does not apply in this case. 


the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. PRATT. Many years ago, sir, while I 
was a member of the Legislature of my State, a 
proposition was made from the corporate author- 
ities of Georgetown, asking the consent of Mary- 
land to allow that part of the District to go back 
to her. I recollect that I originated a resolution 
in the Legislature, which passed I believe almost 
unanimously, consenting on the part of Mary- 
land, if it was the desire of that part of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to come back, to receive them 
again as a part of the Seate to which they origin- 
ally belonged. 

‘rom that time to the present the question has 
been almost every year agitated in Georgetown, 
and also before the Committee on the District of 
Columbia appointed by the Senate. My great 
desire in voting for this bill is to have the ques- 
tion settled. I doubt very much whether a 
majority of the voters west of Rock creek desire 
to go back to Maryland. I think, if you submit 
the question to them, and let them vote on it, 
they wiil probably so decide; and if they should, 


you end a question which is involving your com- 


mittee in trouble every year. It is in that point 
of view that I desire the bill to pass. 

There is certainly nothing in the objection 
urged by the Senator from Michigan, who says 
you do not submit it to them in the manner in 
which they desire to be retroceded. In other 
words, we do not offer in the billa bribe that they 
shall vote ina particular way. The bill only says 
the people are to vote as to whether they consent 
to go back to Maryland. They say they want 
us to permit them to go back, and pay their debts 
besides. No such proposition is made by the 
bill; but itis to Jeave them to decide for them- 
selves the isolated question whether they wish to 
go back? ‘The preliminaries of negotiation be- 
tween Maryland and the Federal Government, 
as to the terms on which they shall go back, will 
be for the decision of Congress when the people 
shall vote affirmatively to go back. 

Mr. SEWARD. If this bill happened to con- 
tain a condition that the Federal Government 
should make an appropriation to pay the debts 
of the District, it would be quite unnecessary to 
submit it to the people of Georgetown, for I am 
pretty sure how the vote would be cast in that 
case. ‘There would be a vote to have the debts 
paid, and a liberal appropriation anyhow. I re- 
member that when | was temporarily a dweller 
in the city of Albany, the capital of my State, 
there was an election by which it was submitted 
to the people of Albany to decide whether a loan 
of $600,000, | think, should be made on the credit 
of the city for the purpose of aiding a railroad. 
I declined to vote because | was only a temporary 
resident; but an Irishman met me in the street, 
and insisted upon it that he had been in the habit 


| of going to the polls to vote for me, and there- 


fore I ought to go to the polls and vote for him, 
as he said it was a bill to make money plenty for 
poor men. [Laughter.] 
to submit such a question to the city of George- 
town, as to whether we should pay their debts 
or not, we should have no trouble in getting a 
decision favorable to retrocession. 

But, Mr. President, as I stand now, as this 
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| twenty-four or twenty-five years ago—when the 


Without | 


consuming time, and as a test question, I move | 





So I] think if you were*® 
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matter presents itself to my mind, I am not at all 
in favor of a retrocession of Georgetown. con 
tainly I do not desire it so much that I would be 
willing to vote a liberal sum, or any sum of 
money, to get rid of it; but if on an eXpresssio, 
of the people it shall appear that Georgetown js 
impatient of the Federal jurisdiction, and denioes 
to withdraw from it, my vote will never be Piven 
for paying her debts, or giving her money for 
doing so. ee 

I remember —it cannot be much more th 


n 


an 


then village of Brooklyn, opposite to New York 
situated on Long Island, desired a charter of jp. 
corporation as a separate city. I voted against jt 


| in the Legislature of New York, and I gave but 


that one vote against such an act of incorporation 
I did so because I thought it ought to be a part 
of the city of New York, and in time would 
become necessary to that city. I have the same 
idea of the prosperity and growth of both these 
towns, Georgetown and Washington. They are 
indispensable to each other. Though the ‘sub. 
ject comes back to me now not very freshly, | 
think the original arguments which induced the 


se 


appropriation of a territory ten miles square for 


a seat of Government apply in their full force 
against a reduction of the territory which is under 
the Federal jurisdiction, and connected with the 
capital of the country. Ido not think it expe. 


| dient to make any further diminution of the ter- 


ritory. 

With these views, though I possibly may 
change them on further consideration, 1 shall 
vote against this bill. I do not wish to expedite 
retrocession in any form. 

Mr. STUART. I had, as I remarked, had 
no idea of prolonging the debate and no feeling 
on the subject; but it struck me at first sight that 
if this proposition were submitted to the people 


/on the terms of the bill, it would be useless, 


judging from the petition they have sent here, 
But, sir, if the Senate now, asa question of first 


| impression, are against retroceding, it is better 


to vote down this bill, because, perchance, if the 
people of that section of the District should vote 


| upon this proposition in the affirmative, they 


would only increase the difficulties that nowexist 
before the committee. If we find that the people 


| there by a direct vote have expressed a desire to 
| be retroceded, and Congress were against it, we 
certainly should find ourselves much worse off 
| than we are now; and hence I submitted this 


motion, so that if a majority of the Senate now 


| were disinclined to retrocede, we might vote down 
| the bill at once. 


Mr. BROWN. 


In view of the very thin state 


| of the Senate, and the importance given to it by 


the suggestions of Senators all around the Cham- 

ber, | propose to pass it over and take up some- 

thing else, if that be the sense of the Senate. 
The bill was passed over informally. 


METROPOLITAN MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill (S. No. 498) incorporating the Metro- 
politan Mechanics’ Institute for the promotion of 
manufactures, commerce, and the mechanic arts. 

It was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 

COLUMBIA WOOD GAS COMPANY. 

Mr. BROWN. I have now two gas bills that 
I want the Senate to consider. I intend first to 
call up the bill (S. No. 383,) but my friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Bropueap] asks me to move 
first to take up the bill (S. No. 74) to incorporate 
the Columbia Wood Gas Company. I make that 
motion. 

The motion was agreed to, aye 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not presume it 1s 
necessary to read this bill. I have some serious 
objections to its passage. 

Mr. PRATT. I understand from my friend 


|from Pennsylvania that he is very unwell. 


know that, when the bill was up at the last ses- 
sion, he participated in the discussion for the 
reason that he felt it his duty to do so, because 
of the deep interest which his constituents had 
as stockholders in the existing company; and I 
therefore think it would be but justice to him that 
the bill should be postponed until next Friday, 
when it can regularly come up. 
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\r. BRODHEAD. I am not very well to-day, || 
hut Lam well enough to state my objections to | 
‘> bill, Still 1 would prefer that it should go 


a ALLEN. [ move that the further con- | 
ration of the bill be postponed until Friday || 


sid 


Y 
u 
r 


Xt. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ALEXANDER J. ATOCHA. 


Mr. PRATT. With the consent of the hon- 
oravle chairman of the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, I now ask that the Senate will con- 
sent to take up a private bill. It is to authorize | 
nayment of the claim of Sefor Atocha, which I | 
ask may be taken up and passed. The bill merely 
requires that 1t shall go to the accounting officers 
of the Treasury for the purpose of examination, 
and the only payment authorized is out of the 
fund belonging to Mexico which remains in the 
Treasury, growing out of the third section of the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. I think there will 
be no objection to it on the part of Senators. If 
there be not, I should be glad to have it passed. 

Mr. STUART. On the last private bit day, | 
when the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] | 
was obliged to leave here, he mentioned this bill 
to me as one of two that he did not wish to be 
considered in his absence. He said that he had 
examined them, and was very much opposed to | 
them. He was present this morning, but I pre- 
sume he has left under the supposition that the 
day would be consumed in the consideration of 
District business. I shall therefore deem it my 
duty, in obedience to that request, to ask the 
Senate to let it lie over until the Senator from 
Delaware is here. 

Mr. PRATT. Of course. 


motion. 


I withdraw my 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. | 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the | 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; | 
which thereupon received the signature of the 
President pro tempore: 

An act more effectually to enforce the attend- | 
ance of witnesses, on the summons of either || 
House of Congress, and to compel them to dis- |) 
cover testimony ; || 

And act for the relief of Thomas J. Churchill, | 
late a lieutenant in the first Kentucky regiment 
of volunteers; 

An act for the relief of John H. Horne; and | 

An act making a reappropriation from the sur- | 
plus fund for the relief of Lieutenant John Guest, || 
United States Navy, and others. 


| 
MERCHANTS AND MECHANICS’ BANK. | 


Mr. BROWN. I now move to take up the | 
billreported by my colleague [Mr. ALLEN] on the || 
committee to incorporate the Merchants and Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Washington, in the District of || 
Columbia. This is our last District bill on the |) 
Calendar, I believe. \| 

Mr. BIGGS. I feel very unwilling that a bill 
of this importance should be acted on by such a 
thin Senate. I do not think there is a quorum 
here. I move that the Senate adjourn. 1] 

Mr. DODGE. I hope we shall have an exec- 1 
ulive Session. | 

Mr. BIGGS. I withdraw the motion for that | 
purpose, 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. DODGE, the Senate pro-| 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; | 
and after some time time spent therein, the doors | 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 24, 1857. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danren Wacpo. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the first business in |, 
order was the reception of reports upon private 
ills from the stan ing committees of the House. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE CLERK. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid || 
before the House a communication from its Clerk, H 
presenting a list of the clerks and other persons ] 
cmployed in the Clerk’s office of the House of |! 


Prayer 
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Representatives for 1856; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, announcing 


| that the Senate had passed a bill of the House, 
| entitled ** A bill more effectually to enforce the 


attendance of witnesses on the summons of either 
House of Congress, and to compel them to dis- 
cover testimony.”’ 
Cc. B. R. KENNERLY. 
Mr. FAULKNER. 


I desire to ask the indul- 


\ 


' 
' 


gence of the House in reference to a bill which | 


was passed over yesterday, simply because of 
the accidental absence at the time of the report 
which accompanied the bill. 


Itis a bill (H. R. |! 
No. 528) for the relief of C. B. R. Kennerly. The |; precise sums. 


gentleman who made the objection, upon an in- | 
spection of the papers, is willing to withdraw his | 


objection. It is a bill about the propriety of 
which there is no question. I therefore move 
that the Committee of the Whole House be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be put upon its passage. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
be read. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be directed to pay to C. 


I ask that the bill | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


3. R. Kennerly the sum of $536 66, for medical | 


services rendered the military escort of the bound- 
a in the years 1854 and 1855. 


| 





ti iapiiaemiateitecnma ens neremnesteaeeen 
| Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know from my 

colleague whether this person was not in the 
receipt of fifty dollars per month for his s rvices, 
separate and apart from the bill? 

Mr. FAULKNER. No, sir—not forthe same 
service, nor under the same contract 

Mr. MecMULLIN. 
and this is his only compensation ? 

Mr. FAULKNER, He received a distinct 
compensation for his medical services as surgeon 
to the boundary commission. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Will my colleague state 
what the amount of that compensation was? 
How much did the individual receive for his ser- 
vices as being connected with the boundary sur- 
vey? 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


Hie has recelve d nothing, 


I do not now recollect the 

The papers will show. But this 
was a distinct employment, having no connection 
with the service provided for in this bill. This 
bill is for compensation under a written contract 
with an officer of the Government for his services 
to the military escort of that commission, 

Mr. McMULLIN. Ishall move, before I take 
| my seat, to reconsider the vote by which the 
Committee of the Whole House was discharged 
from the further consideration of this bill. It 
may be that, when I come to examine this bill, I 
will find that my colleague is right, and that this 
man should be paid for his services. But 1 was 
| not mistaken in my first supposition, to wit; that 
| this individual was in the employment of the 


Yo objection being made, the Committee of || Government, and received his salary for the ser- 


the Whole House was discharged from the fur- 


vices performed under his first contract with the 


ther consideration of said bill, and it was read || Government, and that now he comes forward and 


the third time. 
The report was read. 


It appears therefrom 


asks an additional compensation for extra services 
rendered. This is perfectly apparent from the 


that Dr. Kennerly was employed on the Ist of || statement of my colleague. 


|| November, 1854, by written contract between 


himself and Captain Smith, of the United States 


Sir, this bill may be a proper one; but the prac- 
| tice has become so universal, in this day, for 


Army, to render medical attendance to the mil- || military officers who have performed their duties, 


itary escort which accompanied the boundary 


and have been paid for their military services, to 


commission, at the rate of fifty dollars per month. || come forward and ask additional compensation, 


He performed the services 


September, 1855. No question was made as to 


the propriety of the employment, or the reason- | j 
ableness of the compensation, but as to the fund || it than the others—but many of your officeholders 


from which it was to be paid. The committee 
find that, under the contract, the sum of $536 66 
is due. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 


Mr. McMULLIN. Ido not know thatI ought 


| to oppose the passage of this bill; but, sir, it 


under this contract || that I want to see that this is not one of such 
from the Ist of November, 1854, to the 22d of || cases. 


It is not only the military officers of the 
Government who require extra compensation— 
and who, I am free to say, are more deserving of 


about the city. But, Mr. Speaker, the policy is 
wrong in principle. If the compensation which 
you propose to give to gentlemen in the employ- 
ment of the Government is not sufficient in the 
outset, increase it; make the pay adequate and 
sufficient; and let us avoid all this special! legis- 


appears to me to be in accordance with other bills || lation for this, that, and all sorts of cases which 


which we have had before us, and which we are | 


likely to have before us. 


may arise. Look, sir, at the case which was 


|| before the House this day week, and which gave 


Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman will per- || rise to the able discussion between my distin- 


mit me to ask him the name of the bill of a char- 
acter like this which is likely to come before the 


| House? 


| guished colleague [Mr. Lercuer] and the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Haven.] Sir, we 
|| are to be continually annoyed with these claims 


Mr. MecMULLIN. [ask my worthy colleague || for extra salaries if we do not arrest this policy. 
if this bill is not for extra compensation for extra || It may be that this case, on investigation, may 


| services? 


Mr. FAULKNER. 


compensation”? is used. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
fess that Ido not know what it is for. 
a gentleman in the employment of the Govern- 
ment at a fixed salary—— 

Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman is alto- 
gether mistaken. Dr. Kennerly was employed 
to accompany the military escort of the Mexican 


I tell him that it is not, || league [Mr. Fautkner] tells me it is. 
| in any proper sense in which the term ‘*extra |} does not know what amount of compensation 


If it is not for that, Icon- || has not been sufficiently paid. 


| prove to be a proper one, and my friend and col- 
But he 


It may be that he 
Ido not know 


this individual has received. 


Here is || what the facts are, but | would like to have an 


opportunity of looking into them. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I amsorry that this case, 
which I thought would have been disposed of 
| without any difficulty, should have consumed so 
| much of the time of the House. The gentleman 


boundary commission at a fixed compensation, || from Virginia (Mr. McMu tin] is not more 


prescribed in the written contract at fifty dollars 
per month. 
only question that exists is, as to the fund from 
which the compensation should now be paid. 


The Secretary of War, before whom the claim || 


He performed that duty, and the || termed ‘ extra compensation.” 


|| opposed than I am to what may be properly 
If the geutle- 
|| man will permit me, I will state the facts of the 
} 
|} case. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Go on; I wish to know 


was brought, was of opinion that the compensa- || all the facts. 


tion should be paid from that fund which had || 
been specially set apart by Congress for paying || 
| the expenses of the boundary commission. 


The 
Secretary of the Interior was of the opinion that 
inasmuch as this was service rendered to the 


| military escort of the boundary commission, he 


ought tobe paid by the Secretary of War. This 
bill is to pay him his fifty dollars per month for 
the services rendered to the military escort of the 
boundary commission, Both Departments ac- 
knowledge the justice of the claim. 


be paid. 


The only || which ar were to pass. 
question was, from what fund the money should || dispatche 


Mr. FAULKNER. Dr. Kennerly is not an 
officer of the Army. He has no connection with 
the Army. He was employed as surgeon and 
naturalist to the Mexican boundary survey com- 
mission. His services as such were confined 
exclusively to the civil department of that com- 
mission. Subsequently, it was found necessary 
to have a large military escort, for the protection 
of the commission against the apprehended hos- 
tilities of the Indians roaming the country through 
The Secretary of War 
a large military escort, but omitted to 
| supply this escort with surgical aid. They found 
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themselves in a remote settlement without sur- || 
gical or medical assistance, whereupon a con- 
tract was made between the officer in command 
of the escort and Dr. Kennerly, under which the 
latter was to receive fifty dollars per month, in 
consideration of his medical and surgical attend- 
ance ou the escort. As to the reasonableness of 
the compensation, and the fidelity with which he 
dischar$ed his engagement, there is no question; 
and with the Secretary of War and the Secretary 
of the Interior it was only a question out of what 
fund this money should ce paid. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that 
Dr. Kennerly made a contract to accompany the 
boundary survey commission. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Yes; and in addition to 
that, made the contract I have referred to, by 
which he was to afford medical attendance to the 
military escort. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ployed by the Interior Department to accompany 
the boundary survey commission as medical as- 
sistant? He was; and then, when it was found 
necessary to have a military escort to accompan 
that commission, another contract was made with 
the officer in command of that escort, by which 
Dr. Kennerly was to receive fifty dollars for his 
medical attendance on it. He made a contract 
with the Government to attend the boundary sur- 
vey commission as surgeon and naturalist ata | 
certain compensation. He now comes in here 
and asks that he shall have fifty dollars per month || 
in addition, for attending at the same time ona 
few soldiers who were with the commission. If || 
a thousand civilians had gone with that commis- || 
sion as its attendants, Dr. Kennerly would have |} 
had to give his services without additional pay; 
but because a few soldiers went out with it as its 
escort, although he may have had nothing to do, | 
he asks for fifty dollars per month in addition. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I repent, if this discussion 
be unnecessary, that I have given rise to it; but I || 
think it is not unnecessary, and that ithas shown || 
the truth of my first supposition. Dr. Kennerly || 
was engaged to attend this boundary survey com- || 
mission as surgeon and naturalist. Before they | 
arrived at their destination it was thought advi- || 
sable that there should be a military escort to || 
protect it against assaults from the Indians. This || 
surgeon to the commission found it very conve- || 
nient to make a contract with the officer in com- || 
mand of the escort, to attend itat a compensation | | 
of fifty dollars per month. If these are the facts, i 
as I understand they are, I imagine I do not ap- | 
peal in vain to my colleague to allow time for | 
members to look into the case; for if this is not 
extra compensation, without extra service, then | 
I do not know what it is. You may talk about 

your Dickins bill, or any other bill of the like sort, 
bat I have scarcely ever seen a bill of so little 
meritas this. I beg pardon for having detained the | 
House. 1 move to reconsider the vote by which || 
the Committee of the Whole House was dis- || 
charged from the further consideration of this || 
bill. | 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to move to || 
recommit the bill to the Committee of the Whole || 
House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I make that motion, then, | 
that the subject may be fully considered. i| 

Mr.QUITMAN. I care not in what capacity 
this gentleman was employed on the boundary | 
survey commission. It is a rule, that whena | 
body of troops of the United States find them- 
selves in the field, where it is impossible to 
supply themselves with a surgeon, the com- 
manding officer shall, from dictates of humanity, || 
if from no other motive, make a contract for 
medical attendance. He has the right to do it. | 
It matters not from what source that attendance 
may proceed. These troops were in the field in 
the regular discharge of their military duty. | 

They were without a surgeon, and it was the 
duty of the officer in command to secure medical 
attendance for them. He made a contract with 
Dr. Kennerly for that attendance, as he had the | 
right todo. The doctor performed that service, || 
and claims now only the terms of his contract. 

I am reminded that this military escort had 
nothing to do with the commission, further than | 
to protect it from the assaults of the Indians. 
They were in the ordinary military service of the | 
country. ! 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 desire to ask the gentle- |! 


Was he not em- || 














| ilege. | 
_has in his custody, ready to be brought to the | 


| witness is brought forward for contempt, he is 


| of a day or two ago: when questions were pro- 


ee 


man a question. I understand that the Secretary 
of War has declined to allow this pay of fifty 
dollars per month extra to Dr. Kennerly, because 
the service was rendered to these troops as part | 
of the commission. If he did notso regard them, | 
would he not have paid Dr. Kennerly for his ser- 
vice to them out of the appropriations for the | 
support of the Army? He declines to do so, as | 
I understand, because he considers that, as the | 





escort was for the protection of the boundary || 


survey commission, it was a part of that com- | 
mission. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I will answer very frankly | 
that I do not consider the military escort as a | 
art of the boundary commission, nor do I be- | 
ieve their rations and pay would properly come | 
out of the fund appropriated to that inca! 


commission. 


PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE, 
Mr. KELSEY. [I rise to a question of priv- 
I understand that the Sergeant-at-Arms 


bar of the House, Joseph L. Chester, a witness 
attached by order of the House. 

Mr. J. G. Guiossprenner, Sergeant-at-Arnis 
of the House of Representatives, then announced | 
that, in obedience to the order of the House of | 
the 16th of January, instant, he presented within | 
the bar of the House Joseph L. Chester. 

Mr. PHELPS. Is this the witness who, ac- 
cording to his friends, could not appear before 
the committee the other day, on account of sick- 
ness? [Laughter.] 

Mr. KELSEY. I offer the following resolu- 
tion in reference to this matter: 

Resolved, That the Speaker propound to Joseph L. Ches- 
ter the following questions: ‘* What excuse have you for 
not appearing before the select committee of this House, | 
pursuant to the summons served upon you on the 14th in- 
stant??? “ Are you now ready to appear before said com- 
mittee, and answer to such proper questions as shall be put | 
to you by said committee ?”” 

Mr. PHELPS. I call the previous question | 
upon the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. In order to avoid the diffi- 
culties which occurred the other day under sim- 
ilar circumstances, I propose that this witness 
be required to write out his answers, and qualify 
to them under oath, and report them to this 
House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have this suggestion to 
make, that those questions might be categoric- 
ally answered; and if this witness shall attempt 
to abuse the privilege, we can punish him, and I 
am willing to do it. 

Mr. LETCHER. 





I understand that when a | 


ea 


to answer for that contempt under oath. Now, 
you propose to bring forward a witness in con- 
tempt, without putting him under oath atall. I 
want to see this thing done ina legal way. I 
want him to prepare his answers deliberately, 

ualify them, and present them to the House. I 
ds not desire to see reénacted to-day the scenes 





pounded by the Chair, the witness appeared in 
the aisle of the House, and instead of respond- 
ing, undertook to deliver a lecture to the mem- 
bers of this House, reflecting upon each and all. 
I submit my motion. 

Mr. BROOM. As a matter of justice to 
myself, it is necessary to make one remark in 
reply to what was said by the gentleman from 
Missouri, who rose and asked if this was the 
witness of whom it was said he was so very sick 
that he could not appear before the committee. 
If 1 am alluded to, will say to the gentleman 
that no such remark was made by me. I stated 
explicitly to the House that I understood that 
Colonel Chester was unwell and had gone home, 
and that that was the reason why he did not 
appear before the committee. 

r. PHELPS. I did not allude to any gen- 
tleman in particular. I heard it stated at the 
time the proceeding took place the other day, 
that we were in rather hot haste, and were doing 
injustice to Mr. Chester, because it was said that 
he was so sick that he could not attend the sittings 
of the committee. I alluded to that rumor. 

Mr. GROW. Iam opposed to the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia. I am not aware 
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of any court that requires a person brought aa 
fore that court to ascertain whether he is in con. 


'| tempt or not, to answer underoath. This Witness 


is brought here, and you ask him why he did 


not obey your summons? He gives his reasons; 


|| and up to that time you do not know whethe; 


| his excuse is sufficient or not for not obeying 
pes summons. Until he gives his reason you 
nave no right, in my judgment, to require him 
to answer under oath, or prescribe the mode of 
answering; and there is no law requiring an 
| such peoete. When he answers, and you de. 
| cide that his answer is not a sufficient excuse, he 
is in contempt, and a court requires a person 
under such circumstances, to purge himself hy 
answer under oath. But you sit as a legislative 
body, with discretionary powers; you summong 
before you a citizen of the Republic, put to him 
certain questions, and the right of free speech 
requires that he be permitted to answer those 
questions as he pleases, and you can act upon his 
answer as you please. But the course which js 
prea would trample upon the rights which 
elong to every man under the common law. | 
am ree to overturning all these safeguards 
which our fathers have thrown around personal 
| liberty. When the common law, built up by the 
| experience and wisdom of ages, is proposed to 
be trampled down by special act, it is time to 
consider what invasion uponthem we are making, 
| 1am o posed to requiring any person, arraigned 
at the ae of this House, to answer questions in 
any prescribed mode. Let him answer by his 
| own conscience and judgment with the same free. 
dom that one member would answer an inquiry 
put to him by another. He comes here charged, 
| not with an offense, and will not be until itis 
| made out that he has committed one against our 
authority. He may have a good excuse, and 
satisfactory to the House. Let him state it in 
his own way. Until he is placed by his own 
action in an inexcusable position for not obeying, 
he is entitled to the freedom of speech, and the 
rights which belong to every American citizen. 
Mr. STEWART. It seems to me that this 
whole difficulty may be obviated by requiring this 
arty to answer on oath such questions as shall 
be propounded to him by the House upon his 
voir dire. He is brought in by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms under the process of this House for a con- 
tempt. It is perfectly legitimate, according to 
my understanding in proceedings analogous to 
this, that the proposition submitted by my friend 
from Virginia should be carried out. It is within 
the discretion of the House whether the party 
should answer in writing or ore tenus. ie 13 
returned as in custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
by that officer himself. He is before this House 
in contempt, and it is therefore proper that such 
questions asthe House may deem pertinent should 
be submitted to him, and that he should answer 
upon his voir dive, under oath or affirmation. If 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia 
assumes that form, I think there can be no valid 
objection. 
Mr. KELSEY. I raise the question of order, 
that as we have already passed a resolution re- 
quiring the Speaker to put these questions, it 1s 
not in order to have any. further order executed. 
The SPEAKER. This is an order of the 
House in further execution of the order lately 
adopted. It is impossible for the Speaker to 
declare whether the answers shall be oral, or 
written and under oath. 














Mr. TODD. I wish to ask for the order of 
the House directing the arrest of Mr. Chester. 
Mr. BROOM. I hope my colleague will allow 


me to say that I am authorized by the person 
at the bar of the House to say, that he prefers 
answering the questions, in accordance with the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Virginia, 1 
writing. I hope that will terminate this ques- 
tion. 

The rescript ordering the arrest of Mr. Ches- 
ter°was read. It recites, that whereas Joseph L. 
Chester had been duly summoned to appear and 
testify before a committee of the House, ap- 
pointed in weer of a resolution of the Sth 
instant, and that whereas said Chester had neg- 
lected to appear before said committee pursuant 
to said summons, therefore it was resolved that 
the Speaker issue his order, directing the Ser- 

nt-at-Arms to take into custody the body of 
said Chester wherever it was to be found, and to 
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a . . 
* have the same forthwith at the bar of the House || report; and from an examination of the facts of || from Virginia one question, which I think is 


to answer as and for a contempt of its authority. 

Mr. TODD. I am opposed to the motion of | 
the gentleman from Virginia, because I conceive | 
it to be an innovation on all the established prin- 
ciples in analogous cases. The common practice 
in all the courts of law—where a witness neglects | 
to appear before it when summoned—is to issue 
an attachment to enforce his presence; and when 
roduced before the court the question put to him | 
‘s, why he did not obey the process of the court? | 
The answer to that question is made b the wit- | 
ness in all the courts without being subjected to | 
oath or affirmation. a 4 ; 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 
gentleman is in error. i ae 

Mr. TODD. The gentleman from Illinois says 
that ] am in error in saying that this is the rule 
in all courts. Ido not know what the practice 
may be in the State of Illinois. It is there prob- 
ably regulated by statute; but in my own State 
| state what is the universal practice in all our 
courts. When theattachment is issued, and the 
witness is brought in, he is subjected to an inquiry 
as to the reasons controlling his conduct. He | 
vives those reasons, and if they are found satis- | 
factory by the court he is discharged. If not || 
satisfactory he is unished by fine or imprison- | 
ment. If a sufficient reason be not assigned, | 
then the act of absenting himself, and not giving 
obedience to the process of the court, is perfect. 
He is continued in custody and subject to pun- 
ishment, 

Now, I would like to know on what rule, on | 
what practice, or on what precedent, a witness, | 
summoned to the bar of this House, is obliged to 
be put on oath? It is an innovation, and one | 
which ought not to be sanctioned by this House. 
lam perfectly willing that, if the party. brought 
before the bar of the House desire to answer 
under oath or in writing, he should be permitted 
todo so; but I am utterly o's to subjecting 
him to this necessity, and therefore I hope that 
the motion will not be agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS. r. Speaker, this party is 
now before the House to show cause why he 
should not be proceeded against as for a contempt. 
The motion of the gentleman from Virginia is, 
that his cause, when shown, shall be in writing 
andunder oath. I think the motion a correct 
one. I am very much surprised to hear what 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania says is the 
practice in the courts of his State in like cases. 
[ think I may say that it is almost universal in 
the courts of the States with which I am ac- 
quainted, that the answer in such cases shall be 
in writing and underoath. There may be excep- 
tions; but all instances of the kind would be ex- 
ceptions to the general rule. Why, sir, this is 
the way in which the party is to purge himself 
of the contempt. It is to be done under his own 
oath. His statement cannot do it. Believing 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia to be 
right, and that this debate ought to stop, I move 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
motion, that the answers by the respondent at 
the bar of the House be in writing and under 
oath; and it was agreed to—ayes one hundred 
and five, noes not counted. 

_ Mr. WADE asked leave to present the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That Joseph L. Chester be discharged from the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, after he shall have ap- 
peared before the select committee, appointed on the 9th 


istant, and fully answered all such proper questions as 
may be put to him by said committee. 


Mr. STEPHENS objected. 

_In pursuance of the order of the House, Mr. 
Chester retired, in the custody of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, to prepare his answers to the interrog- 
atories. 

C. B. R. KENNERLY—AGAIN. 

The question recurred on Mr. McMu uw s | 
motion, that the bill for the relief of Dr. Kenner- 
ly be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. TODD. I desire to say, with reference to 
this bill, that when it was reached on the Calendar 
yesterday, I made an objection on the ground 
that, as I understood, there was no report. I | 
have subsequently ascertained that there was a | 


an 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








the case, I have become satisfied that this bill is || 
a just and proper one, and should pass. For that 
reason I consent to withdraw the objection which 
I offered. I move the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. move that the 
bill be laid on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. | 

The previous question was seconded; and the || 
main question was ordered to be put. ! 

The motion to récommit was disagreed to; || 
there being, on a division—ayes 54, noes 83. \| 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 
ingly read the third time. | 

Mr. McMULLIN demanded the yeas and nays |) 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that | 
this bill is here without any report from the com- | 
mittee, and I see some here who do not under- || 
stand exactly the facts in the case. 

Mr. TODD. I beg to correct the gentleman; || 
there is a written report accompanying the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The report was read this || 
morning. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I was not present || 
when it was read. It is printed on the bill no || 
report.’? These are the facts as I gather them. || 
A commission was raised to run the line between | 
the United States and Mexico, according to the || 
treaty. Dr. Kennerly was employed to accom- | 
pany itas physician and naturalist, ata salary | 


| 
! 





of $100 per month. It was deemed wise and || 


necessary to send with the commission a military 
escort, not only for the safety of the commission, | 
but of all the assistants, Dr. Kennerly included. | 


Some troops, perhaps thirty, under the command | 


of Captain C. K. Smith, were detailed for that pur- || 


ose. How many the entire commission counted | 

do not know. When they were about to start, | 
Captain Smith made a written contract with Dr. | 
Kennerly, by which the doctor was to receive fifty | 
dollars per month for his services as medical | 
attendant on the troops under his command, | 
nothing being said of the $100 compensation for 
attending on this same boundary commission; 
for, sir, this escort was as much a part of that 
commission as Dr. Kennerly himself. If a com- 
pany of volunteers had been raised to accompany | 
the commission for its protection, there would | 
have been no authority for any additional con- | 
tract with Dr. Kennerly. Was he employed as 
an army surgeon? The Surgeon General of the | 
Army would not recognize the validity of the | 
contract.made between Captain Smith and Dr. 
Kennerly; and decided that Dr. Kennerly should 
be paid out of the appropriation for the boundary 
survey commission. He has been paid out of | 
that appropriation to the extent of $100 per month. | 
The sacot of War has affirmed the decision | 
of Surgeon General Lawson; and the Secretary | 
of the Interior refuses to pay Dr. Kennerly on | 
this contract with Captain Smith, on the ground | 
that he has already been paid for his services as | 
physician to the commission. 

Mr. SNEED. Did not the Government con- | 
tract with him for so much per month during the 
time he was engaged with the commission? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SNEED. And now, as I understand, the 
Government is asked to pay again for a part of | 
that very time for which he contracted, and has | 
been paid already. 











459 , 











decisive of this case: Does he think that the 


| Surgeon appointed for the boundary commission 


would have been guilty of neglect of duty if he 
had refused to attend upon the troops assigned as 


| a military escort? 


Mr.McMULLIN. I thank the gentleman for 
his interrogatory. I ask the gentleman, if that 
military escort was not called upon to protect the 
boundary commission, if it did not compose a 
part of that commission? And I ask also, if that 
medical officer was not as much bound in honor, 
and, according to his contract, to administer med- 
icine to the military portion of the commission as 
to the surveyor himself? The military escort, I 
beg the gentleman to remember, was to protect 
the boundary commission, and both together con- 
stituted one corps. This medical officer was 
employed at $100 a month to administer his ser- 
vices to that boundary commission. A military 
escort was called in to protect that boundary com- 
mission, and for this man to come forward now 


| and ask this Government to pay him fifty dollars 


a month more than the contract is an cutrage. 
I think we should stop this allowing extra com- 
pensation, not for vier tei eXtra services, but 
for the very services the party is bound to per- 
form. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the previous ques- 
tion, 

The previous question was seconded; and the 

| main question ordered to be put. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
| Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 


| Bills, here reported as truly enrolled an act more 
| effectually to enforce the attendance of witnesses 
| on the summons of either House of Congress, and 
| to compel them to discover testimony; when the 


| Speaker signed the same. 


Cc. B. Rk. KENNERLY——AGAIN. 


| Mr.FAULKNER. Having reported this bill, 
| I believe I have the right to close the debate upon 
| it after the previous question has been seconded. 
| The SPEAKER. In the Committee of the 
| Whole House the gentleman would have that 
| right under the rule. 
| Mr. FAULKNER. I believe it is understood 
to be the rule of this House that the person who 
reports a bill has the right to speak to the merits 
of it after the previous question is called. [ pro- 
| pose to occupy the attention of the House but a 
| very few moments; but I desire to exercise that 
| right if I am entitled to it. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The bill has already con- 
| sumed too much time. 
| Mr. FAULKNER. If I have the right to 
make some remarks, I wish to do so. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understood the Speaker 
to decide that the gentleman has not the right. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has made no 
decision. He only suggested a doubt. Unless 
the question is raised, the gentleman will pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I raise the point of order, 
that debate is out order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
| gentleman from Virginia, having reported the 
bill from the Committee on Military Affairs, has 
| the right, under the rules, to close debate upon 
| the question at this time. 

Mr. FAULKNER. It is well that this priv- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And the superior 1 ilege is accorded to the individual reporting a bill, 


of the officer who made the contract with him 
has repudiated it. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 


as is shown by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
who contracted with the Government for his ser- 
vice on this boundary survey commission at $100 
per month. A military officer came forward, and 
without any right to do so, made another contract 
with him for the same identical service. And we 


are now called upon to pay $50 per month under || 


the latter contract. Is not this extra compensa- 


tion, not for the extra service, but for the same | 


service ? 


Mr. DAVIDSON. What is the difference be- || 


tween this and the Pendleton bill, for which the 
gentleman voted ? 

Mr. McMULLIN. When that question comes 
up I am prepared to answer. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I will ask the gentleman 


The House must now un- | 
derstand this question. Here is an individual, | 


as otherwise, if such an exhibition as has this 
|| day occurred in the House were common, it is 

difficult to see how justice would ever be done 

toa claimant. I shall not abuse that privilege 
'| by any very extended remarks, my object being 
solely to present ina few words the merits of this 
'| case, and to repel some misrepresentations of the 

facts which have been made upon this floor. I 
'| have no recollection of having ever before wit- 
| nessed so fierce and unreasonable an opposition to 
any private claim; and [ would take the liberty 
|| of reminding those gentlemen who are so eager 
|| to exhibit themselves before the country as vig- 
|| ilant sentinels of the public Treasury, that the 
|| Government has other interests besides those 
'| merely pecuniary—that it has its honorand good 
|| faith to preserve from violation, as well as its 
|| Treasury to guard against improper spoliation; 
, and I have no hesitation in expressing my opin- 
'| jon, that if this House should now repudiate the 
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contract under which this claimant has enna 
his part of the obligation which it involves, such 


juct 





ion of every honest mind. 


What, sir, is the case under consideration? | 


Dr. We nnerly was appoint d by the S cretary 


of the Interior, or by those acting under him, as 


wgeou and naturalist to the Mexican boundary | 


Elis 


®100 per month, 


COMMISSION, compensation was fixed at 
His contract limited his med- 
ical attendance to those who strictly composed 
the commission. As Colonel Emory, the United 
States commissioner, says, in his letter to the 
Secretary of the Int rior of the 12th of May, 1856, 
«¢ The medical attendance to troops that might be 


called upon to escort the commission was nol in- | 


cluded in the agreement, because on all previous 
occasions the military furnished their own med- 
ical attendance.”’ 
this appointment as surgeon to the commission, 
upon the compensation agreed upon, with the 
distinet understanding that his medicalattendance 
was to be limited to the civil commission sent to 
run the boundary line, It was subsequently ascer- 


tained that, in consequence of the threatening | 


titude of the Indians in that wild and unsettled 
country, it was necessary for the protection of the 
commission to dispatch a military escort to accom- 
} ny it. 
attributable, no doubt, to a fact well known to 
this [louse and tothe country. I mean the limited 
number of our surgical corps, an evil to some 
extent remedied by a bill which I successfully 
pressed upon the attention of Congress during 
our last session. Inthe absence of any provision 
made by the Secretary of War to provide med- 
ical attendance to this military escort, Captain 
Smith applied to Dr. Kennerly to act as such, 
He at first declined, urging upon Captain Smith 
the employment of some other civilian; and, as 
Captain Smith states, it was only after finding 
itimpossible to employ a suitable person, that 


Dr. Kennerly could be induced to enter into any | 
A written contract was 
; . hee rer bat 
.ccordingly made at Fort Clarke, in Texas, on | 


arrangement with him, 


a , ~ ‘ . 
the Ist of November, 1854, between Captain 


Smith, the commander of the infantry, and Dr. | 
Kennerly, by which, in consideration of fifty dol- | 


lars a month, Dr. Kennerly agreed to perform 
the duties of an assistant surgeon to the escort. 
Ile performed that service faithfully, according 
to the evidence and admitted facts of the case, 
from the Ist of November, 1854, to the 29d of 
September, 1855. ‘rhis service, at $50 a month, 
makes a claim against the Government of $536 66, 
for the payment of which the bill now under con- 
sideration provides. Neither the Secretary of 
War nor the Secretary of the Interior disputes 
the justice of this claim. The Secretary of War 
thought it should be paid from the appropriation 
for the boundary survey, a fund under the con- 
trol of the Secretary of the Interior. ‘The case 
was accordingly reterred to Mr. McClelland, who 
referred it to Colonel Emory, the head of that 


commission. That distinguished officer made his | 
report to the Secretary of the Interior on the 12th | 


of May, 1856, from which I make the following 
extract; : 

“There is no more reason why the boundary commis- 
sion should furnish medical attendance to the escort than 
commissary supplies or transportation. If it was proper to 
furnish medical attendance it was also proper to pay from 
the civd appropriauon the subsistence and transportation 
ofthe troops 

* But in the absence of any notification from the War De- 
partinent, or arrangement between that Department and 
the Department of the Interior, it was taken for granted 
the usual course would be pursued, 
particular case, finding the escort were not supplied with 
medical attendance, Dr. Kennerly was requested to attend 
not only to the infantry but to the cavalry escort. 

‘Fle attended to both with fidelity and intelligence through- 


out the campaign, aud without once stopping to ask if he | 


would receive compensation for his services. 

“1 think he deserves and 1s fully entitled to the additional 
remuneration claimed under the contract entered into with 
Captain Smith, November 1, 1854.” 

It is thus manifest that both of these Depart- 
ments recognized the justice of this demand, and 
that the only diversity of opinion between them 
was as to the proper fund from which the claim 
was to be paid. The committee has solved that 
difficulty by directing its payment generally from 
the Treasury. 

Now, sir, | will proceed to answer some of the 
objections which have been urged against this 
bill. It is characterized as an ‘ extra compensa- 


oe 


would justly expose us to the re proba- 


Dr. Kennerly, then, accepted | 


That military escort was sent, but it | 
came unaccompanied by any medical attendant, | 


In reference to this | 


— 


original engagement with the Secretary of the 
Interior. ‘This is not so. 
sive that his origina! engagement extended alone 


military escort that subsequently accompanied it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man to read that part of the papers which ex- 
empts him from such service. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
gentieman from Tennessee, instead of hasty 
glances at the papers, had read them as carefully 
as I have done, he would not have made the mis- 


to Surgeon General Lawson he says: 


“| would state, for the information of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral, that Dr. Kennerly, upon receiving his appointment, 
was distinctly informed that he was appointed in attendance 
upon the civil commission, and would not be required upon 
|| the escort to the same.” 
|| And Colonel Emory, who gave Dr. Kennerly 
| the appointment, says, (I here read from his 

letter: ) 


“The medical attendance to troops that might be called 


upon to escort the commission was not included in this 
agreement,”? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
| man to show where there was any power given to 


the person who employed Dr. Kennerly, to stip- 
| ulate that he should give no attendance upon the 
military escort? I care notto know whether Cap 
tain Smith said so to him, when the contract was 
not sanctioned by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The letters which I have 
read should, ] think, be altogether satisfactory to 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee upon this point of 
his inquiries. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man whether, when the first contract was made 
for $100 a month, Dr. Kennerly was not to have 
attended to the military escort? 

Mr. FAULKNER. I say no. 

The SPEAKER. 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Fau_kner,] 
| that occupying a privilege personal to himself, he 


by unanimous consent. 


“Mr. FAULKNER. Thegentleman has fallen 


into the error of supposing that the military escort | 


consisted of but thirty persons. Upon that point 
I read the following extract from Captain Smith’s 
letter: 

“Tn justice to Dr. Kennerly, I would state that he has 
been constant and faithful in his attendance upon upward 
of ninety men belonging to the escort of the United, States 
boundary commission.”’ 

|. The error of the gentleman might readily occur 
| froma hasty perusal of the petitioner’s memo- 
| rial. He speaks in that paper of his attendance 
upon thirty dragoonsand fifty areas Although 
the cavalry were not embraced within the con- 
templation of the contract made with Captain 


Smith, of the infantry, still we have allowed no | 


extra compensation for medical attendance upon 
the dragoons. We have construed the contract 
to allow him fifty dollars per month for attention 
to the military escort—cavalry as well as infantry. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will my colleague be good 
enough to give us, from the report, the number 
of the escort. Ihave understood that there were 
only sixteen soldiers? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Captain Smith, the com- 
mander of the infantry, in his letter fixes the 
number atninety. Dr. Kennerly in his memorial 
states the number at fifty infantry, and thirty 
dragoons. ‘This is all the information which I 
have on the subject. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
|| tleman from Virginia whether the military escort 
|| Was not a part of the boundary commission ? 

Mr. FAULKNER, Certainly not. The bound- 
ary commission was acting under the control 
of the Secretary of the Interior. The military 
escort was a portion of our regular Army, detailed 
| by the Secretary of War to accompany the com- 
mission upon information communicated to him 
of the necessity of such a force to protect the 
commission from the hostile intentions of the 
|Indians. Undoubtedly the Secretary of War 
| would have ordered an assistant surgeon of the 
Army to accompany the military escort, but he 
|| had none to spare. 
\\ large detachments of the Army are frequently 


cannot yield the floor fo other gentlemen unless | 


| tion’’ for service fairly within the purview of his 
The proof is conclu- | 


to the civil commission, and did not embrace the || 


I will do so; and if the | 


representations—unintentional, of course—which | 
he has made. In the letter of Captain E. K. Smith 


| the commissioner who ran the boundary line, or | 


The Chair must suggest to | 
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_withoutan Army surgeon, from the s 


mall num! 
that compose that corps. I had the number _ 
creased i 


uring the last session, and eyey noe 
'they are not adequate to the necessities of +), 


the 

service. 
Sir, does any gentleman question the right 
' mm i 


'of Captain Smith, under the cireumstances 
which he was placed, to have made the contract 
|; which he did with Dr. Kennerly? He wag ss 
thousand miles distant from the seat of authority 
/_—in command of a detachment of our Ree’, 
| some already sick, and all liable to sickness and 
also to wounds and casualties in their conflicts 
with the Indians, and yet unprovided with an, 
medical attendant. Will it be maintained by 


any 


any 


|, gentleman on this floor, that he was not author. 


| ized under such circumstances to employ com- 
roms medical attendance upon the troops under 
iis command? Andif he had not the strict Jega) 
and technical right, who here will censure hitn 
| for its exercise under such circumstances? Who 
_ will be found to repudiate a fair and reasonable 
contract, made by him in good faith, to guard 
and preserve the health and lives of our soldiers; 
And who is this Dr. Kennerly whose claim is 
hunted down with as much unsparing ferocity 
'as if he were perpetrating some fraud upon the 
Government? A gentleman, Sir, of the highest 
and most estimable character—a surgeon of em- 
inence for his years—now residing upon his estate 
| in Virginia, surrounded by the respect, the con- 
fidence, and the love, of all who know him. He 
| dealt with this Government in the full confidence 
| that it would appreciate and acknowledge the 
obligations of good faith, and not seek to screen 
itself from the stipulations of a contract by a 
resort to the most discreditable quibbles. He 
|| has performed his part of the engagement with 
|| fidelity. “This is vouched for by Colonel Emory, 
|| Captain Smith, and by all who were concerned 
| in seeing to the faithful performance of his duties. 
| 
| 
! 
i 





Will you hesitate to discharge your part of the 
contract, made for you by an officer of competent 
authority, with an honest, patriotic purpose of 
serving your interests? Sir, I am_ perfectly 
||} amazed that there could be found in this Hall 
| gentlemen who, in their excessive zeal to protect 
| the Treasury, could be found to array themselves 
| with so much determination against a claim in- 
_ significant in amount, and yet so just and proper 
as this. 
| Itis well to have gentlemen here watchful of 
all appropriations, and prompt to sound the alarm 
whenever any insidious approaches are being 
made at your public Treasury. Yet these men, 
sir, to preserve the beneficial attitude which they 
have assumed as guardians of the public inter- 


|| ests, should exercise some discrimination in their 


assaults upon the bills before this body. Above 
all, sir, they should not permit their great love 
'of economy to blind them to the demands of 
public honor and public faith. Sir, to reject this 
| claim would, inmy judgment, justly subject this 





Many important posts and | 


Government to the charge of a gross breach of 
faith to one of her own citizens. This is not a 
matter of implied or constructive obligation. It 
is aclear, om defined, well guarded written con- 
tract, under which you have obtained the val- 
uable services of one of your most respectable 
citizens, and which you cannot now repudiate 
without dishonor. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man to let the memorial of the claimant be read. 
The SPEAKER. It can only be read by gen- 
eral consent, as the House has closed debate. _ 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It appears by this 
man’s own memorial, that at the time he made 
the contract the escort consisted of but fifty men. 
The yeas and nays were ordered on the pas- 
sage of the bill. , 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 81; as follows: 


| 
| 
| YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allen, Barbour, Barksdale, 


Bell, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Boyce, Broom, But- 
finton, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Chatiee, 
Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Cullen, Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, 
De Witt, Dickson, Dunn, Durfee, Edwards, Etheridge, 
| Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Grow, 
| Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harrison, Herbert, Hodges, 
Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Jewett, Kelly, Knapp, 
Matteson, Killian Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Mor- 
| rill, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Parker, Pelton, Porter, 
| Purviance, Quitman, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Rust, 
| Sabin, Sapp, Sav: e, Seward, Sherman, Spinner, Stephens, 
Tappan, Todd Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Wakeman, Cad: 


Lake, 
Marshall, 
Morgan, 
Vr ngle, 
Shorter, . 
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—_ -aiader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel | that purpose. The Committee on the Judiciary || Mr. CLAWSON, from the Committee on 
nber * \vasuburn, Wells, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, Wood- || make a favorable report. || Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
Y in. worth, and TS aan Barclay. Bliss, Bradshaw, || Mr. CLINGMAN. What is the amount? | relief of the heirs of Moses Elnor, deceased; 
now — eee ‘Sane, Caskie, Clingman, “Howell | Mr. PHELPS. Three hundred dollars. which was read a first and second time, referred 
the ». Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cumback, Dam- || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the Secre- || to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
: Dar Dean, Di *k, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, | tary of the Interior recommend its passage ? | the report, ordered to be print d. 
ght Emrie, English, ee Te teres” teen Mr. PHELPS. I understand that he approves Mr. SIMMONS. Wher the Committee on 
Sin . Houston, George WwW. Jones, Keitt, Knight, Knox, the expenditure. Under the existing law his the Judiciary was called, I omitted to make a 
Fact Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, Samue! 8. || order must be obtained prior to the procurement || report of a bill which I desire to report now. It 
iS a Marshall, MeCarty, MeMuttin, McQueen, Smith Miller, | of the articles; and there was not time to get | is an act to enable parties to obtain testimony 
rity Morgan, or nll ned ee eet Seett’ that order for the meeting of the court. before commissioners in the District of Columbia. 
y= ooo Simmons, Samuel A. Suith, William R. Smith, | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It seems to me, || A suit is pending in Virginia of very considerable 
and syed, Stanton, ‘Talbott, Tayior, ‘Thorington, Thurs- |! that if the Secretary’s order could have made it |! importance, and I was surprised to find that there 
icts won, Underwood, Wade; Vi ee . eee W ae valid before, itcould make it so after the articles || is no law compelling the attendance of witnesses 
any : 10 ed aaa: AAO i PEG, RE ee \| had been procured. This may be all right; but || be fore commissioners appointed to take testimony. 
any go the bill was passed. | there are some instances where there has been We report a general bill, granting relief in this 
10r- P nding the announcement of the vote, | very extravagant expense in the furnishing of || case, and applying to all ne ee 
a It was stated that Mr. Know.ton was detained || court-rooms, amounting not to hundreds, but to | No v6. gop on mon 7 tl ro Up was reported, 
er from the House by indisposition. thousands of dollars. ' || and read a first and second time. fate 
al "*Mr. PALNE stated that if he had been present || ae amendment of the committee was read, as Mpa Dea soe I ask to put that bill upon 
hy when his name was called, he would have voted || ‘Ole i a eee te eee Me QUITM AiG. f obiect 
ble in the negative. . saa alee chen papacy % a ae gay | Th . b il wie shen anes to a Committee 
and Mr. SAPP moved to reconsider the vote by trict of Indiana the account of Messrs. Weaver & Wil- || of q Whole eum and scdened to be printed. 
ar which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay | liams for furniture purchased for the use of the clerk’s | rn ’ , : 
1 is the motion to reconsider on the table. ee eee a ester iets Mr. LEITER, from the Committee on Indian 
‘ity The latter motion was agreed to. | proper vouchers be presented. a tgs at 5 | as “ato oa et gen 4 Yo 
: Ts art; whic ras ret rs sec ° 
the cts ial napa sent renga The amendment was agreed to. \| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
oe The SPEAKER then proceeded to call on the Mr. QUITMAN. Must not the bill, as it || and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 
= standing committees for reports in private cases. || makes an appropriation, go for its first consider- || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 
ate Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee of Claims, |) ation to a Committee of the Whole House ? || vote by which the bill was referred be reconsid- 
nl reported back Senate resolution (No. 8) for the || TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands that || ered; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
He relief of Hall Neilson, with the recommendation || the bill does not make an appropriation. || sider be laid on the table. 
= that it do pass; which was referred to aCom-|| ‘The pill as amended was ordered to be read || The latter motion was agreed to. 
th mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- || the third time; and it was accordingly read the | Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- 
en panying report, ordered to be printed. . _ || third time, and passed. , '| itary Affaris, reported back without amendment, 
He eo, oem ie SS SPREE Snap ne | Mr. BARBOUR moved to amend the title by || and with a recommendation that they do pass, 
ith ? Re loll, ‘That the Clerk of the House pay to James adding the words: _ || the following bills; which were severally referred 
ry, Young, out of the contingent fund, such sum as he shall || : And for 4 ae and payment to caine nare | to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
od ascertain to be necessary to make the annual compensation || the district o Rare os co con of turniture ~ > || to be printed: 
? of said Young, when he was clerk of the Committee of || Office of the clerk of the district court for the district of i] An act (S. No 437) for the tellel’ Of Teelcaim 
8. Claims, equal to that paid to any engrossing clerk of this || Indiana. i Hy , bass q Oe pare 
he — prior to 1844, end during the time he was so em- | The amendment was agreed to. | 7 ‘act (S No. 399) for the relief of Charles 
of " Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. How does this || _ Mr. PHELPS moved that the vote by which |! McCormack, assistant surgeon in the United 
a Ee ee : es Des i --, || the bill was passed be reconsidered; and also | Cintas Remy 
ly committee get power to report this resolution? || red that the eibtine to redeusider delice woon | 
all Mr. BISHOP. Thecommittee report this reso- || * spt 1 . SE A Lae Oe OPED TT he ae PP, from the same committee, reported 
ct jution on the petition of the claimant, which was | oe he lei . = a || the following bills; which were severally read a 
es referred to them for consideration. I move that | ee eee ‘ || first and second time, referred to a Committee 
n- it be referred to a Committee of the Whole | | Mr, TAPPAN, from the Committee on the \| of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed: 
er House, and, with the accompanying report, || Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the |) 4 piu) increasing the pension of Peter D. An- 
ordered to be printed. | sureties of Charles W. Cutter, Navy Agent at || keny; : 
of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have never known || Portsmouth, New Hampshire; which was read | A bill to increase the pension of William Nash; 
= any instance where such a resolution was referred || & first and second time, referred to a Committee || . 44 
” to the Committee of the Whole House. I object || of the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered || 4 i) for the relief of the officers and soldiers 
n, to the resolution, . : oe oe to be printed. 2 \| of the Army who were stationed at Fort Kearny, 
“y The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the | Nebraska Territory, previous to the Ist day of 
r order. || vote by which the bill was refi rred be reconsid- || March, 1853. 
‘ir The motion was agreed to. |} ered; and also moved that the motion to recon- Mr. SAPP also, from the same committee, re- 
ve Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- || sider do lie upon the table. ported adversely on the petition of William Bishop 
ve sider the vote by which the resolution was re- || The latter motion was agreed to. '| and others, operators in the ordnance department, 
of ferred to a Committee of the Whole House; || Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on the || for bounty land; also, the petition in the case of 
is and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider || Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Roswell || Urbano Pearley; and the petitions and reports 
is on the table. W. Haskins, of Buffalo, New York; which was || were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
yf The latter motion was agreed to. | read a first and second time, referred to a Com- || yr, WILLIAMS, from the same committee, 
a Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on the || mittee of the Whole House, and, with the report, | presented adverse reports in the case of the peti- 
It Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the || ordered to be printed. | tion of Beverly Jones, and of the petition of 
4 relief of W. W. Wimer, postmaster at West || Mr. H. MARSHALL, from the same com- | Jonathan Fay and David Alden; and the peti- 
|- Zanesville, Ohio; which was read a first and | mittee, reported back with an amendment a bill || tions and reports were laid on the table, and or- 
le second time, referred to a Committee of the 1 of the Senate for the relief of Adam D. Steuart; || dered to be printed. 
“ Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- || which was referred to the Committee of the Whole Mr. CLARKE, of New York, from the same 
port, ordered to be printed. || House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. | committee, presented adverse reports in the case 
r Also, > bill for the relief of John H. Shepherd On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was \| of the petition of Robert Johnston, and in the 
l. and W alter K. Caldwell, of Pike county, Mis- Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims case of the petition of William Black’s company 
° sourl; which was read a first and second time, || pe discharged from the further consideration of the several '| of Florida volunteers; and the petitions and re- 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, memacare es Lewis VW. ee tine Baen ot V ineheoas ving \| ports were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
1 r n i > zerfield, of Fredericksburg, in the State of Virginia, prayin -— ; 
e pied, soPanying report onvero't0D® | enagn rae sericr of heer tte wae ofthe | printed 
: |} Revolution ; the petitic sube crease ! SNSO? p e on Nava 
i. Mr. BARBOUR, from the Committee on the || pension; the petition of the heirs of William Smith for a | wae aehocted ee ata re orearesrafln cll ign 
- Judiciary, reported back Senate bill (No; 131) |] pension; and the petition of Molly Wedgewood Hobb, of || Affairs, reported baci, gig Shs revemmendare 
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to ap- Northampton, N ew Hampshire, for a pension on account i} t iat it Oo pass, . ' ‘* , ) ee 
n vii > ye || of revolutionary services of her deceased husband ; and that || of Oscar F’. Johnson,a passed midshipman in the 
prove the accounts of the marshal for the district || the same be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | United States Navy; which was referred to a 
of Missouri, for furniture rovided for the use Pensions. ; | onhanteted Of thé Whole Se ae ated bediaded 46 
y of the circuit court of the United States for said | On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was és ic: ’ 
: district at the April term of said court, held at || Qrdered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims || — I BS : eg OSL 
: St. Louis in the year 1854, with an amendment, || be danecers from ae eer of the pee On motion of Mr. BENSON a a 3 
: rj ; i | rialof True Eaton, of New Haimpehire, fora grant of publi ] T » Cc ittee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
? me . the recommendation that ad goal } fand (Ss account of services in the war of Ts12, ol - that || cone tes a y oh icgorc re doses of the petition of 
, i ieps.sh HELPS, I ask that this bi € put ON || the same be referred to the Committee on Private Land || John Salter, and that the petition and the report thereon 
: its passage. Itisa matter of great public inter- \) Claims. ! be laid wpon the table, and printed. 
» under the cngrahal of the district referred to was» || On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was =|, Mir. WINSLOW, from the same committee, 
FA itu +t to || , Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims || 1.) opted back, with the recommendation that it do 
’ for the courta set of furniture deemed by it to \| be discharged from the further consideration of the memo- F S$. No. 350) for the relief of Dr 
y > necessary. There was not time for obtaining rial of the heirs of Sarab Aylott and others; and that the ase, 85 ‘oo i ) eae tm the United 
r an order from the Secretary of the Interior for || same be referred to the Court of Claima. hatles D. Maxwell, a surg 
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States Navy; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
pi inted. | 


Mr. CLINGMAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported back, with an amend- 
ment, a bill (S. No. 259) for the relief of*Wil- 
liam K.. Jennings and others; which was referred 
to a Committce of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed, 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the same committee, 
resented adverse reports in the case of ‘Thomas 
. L. Brent, and in the case of Margaret Heap, 
widow of the late United States Consul at Tunis; 
and the petitions and reports were laid on the | 

table, and ordered to be printed. ' 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back, with the recommendation that it 
do pass, a bill (S. No. 333) for the relief of 
Joseph Graham; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | 
printed . 

Mr. STANTON asked leave to report a joint 
resolution appropriating $10,000 for the outfit and 
salary of a Commissioner to the islands of the 
East Indian Archipelago. 

Mr. LETCHER objected. 1 

Mr. TALBOTT, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 289) 
for the benefit of John W. Cox; which was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. T., from the same committee, also pre- || 
sented an adverse report in the case of the peti- 
tion of John McGraw, a soldier in the war of 
1812; and the petition and report were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the benefit of Anthony Devitt, 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. JEWETT. [ask that the bill be consid- 
ered at the presenttime. Itis a meritorious case, || 
and ought to be provided for. 1] 

The bill directs that the name of Anthony || 
Devitt shall be placed on the invalid pension roll, || 
at seventeen dollars per month from the Ist day || 
of January, 1856, and to continue during his 
natural life. 

It appears that he was a soldier in the United || 
States hone for nine years and seven months, 
and while in the discharge of his military duties 
endured great hardships and privations, which | 
have engendered epilepsy, and that this disease | 
disables him from gaining his own livelihood. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 


It was then ordered to be engrossed and read |! 
j 
} 
| 


a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. TALBOTT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. \| 

1 
1] 


| 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the Committee on In- |! 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of || 
John Duncan; which was read a first and second 
time. | 

Mr. F. said: This bill has been hanging here || 
for six or seven years, and I hope it will be put || 
on its passage at this time. It is for a poor old || 
blind man. | 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 
place the name of John Duncan on the invalid |! 
pension roll at the rate of sixteen dollars per || 
month, from 3d December, 1855, to the end of 
his natural life. It appears that Mr. Duncan || 
became blind while in the naval service of the 
country . } 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

The question being ‘* Shall the bill pass?” | 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, objected. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am surprised at the | 
objection of the gentleman, 1] 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I would inquire if || 
an objection can prevent its consideration? 

The SPEAKER. If the bill contains no ap- | 
propriation it can be considered at this time. i) 
| 


i 
| 


Mr. FLORENCE, There is no appropriation 
in the ill, I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the } 
main question ordered to be put; and under the | 
operation thereof the bill was passed. ' 

Mr. FLORENCE moved that the vote by | 
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which the bill was passed be reconsidered, and 


ally read a first and second time, referred to a 


reports, ordered to be printed: 


| mittee on Private Land Claims. 


| eral Land Office five hundred extra copies of the annual 


| necessity of having one thousand extra copies 


| back a-resolution to print five hundred copies 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, from the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensiois, reported the 
following bills; which were severally read the 
first and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the reports, 
ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of John Montey, a soldier 
of the war of the Revolution; and 

A bill for the relief of the surviving children of 
Basil Mignault. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Taylor, and also a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Goodrich; which were severally read a first and 


, second time, referred to a Committee of the 


Whole House, and, with the reports, ordered to 
be printed. , 

Mr. DICK, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Chove Chase; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 


| mittee of the Whole House, and, with the report, 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PIKE, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were severally read a 


_ first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the reports, ordered 


to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Berry; 

A bill for the relief of Simon Record; 

A bill for the relief of James O. Bean; and 

A bill for the relief of Allen Smith. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills; which were sever- 


Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 


A bill for the relief of Joseph Bailey, an in- 
valid soldier of the war of 1812; and 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Dailey, an in- 
valid soldier of the war of 1812. 

On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Abraham Long, and that the same be referred to the Com- 


On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the application 
of John Bonner, of Louisiana, and that the same be laid on 
the table. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to report back 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions a bill 
(H. R. No. 707) to equalize the Army, Navy, 
and Marine pensions. 

The SPEAKER. Itis nota private bill, and 
can only be reported by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 


Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported the following: 
Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Gen 


report of the Commissioner of said office, together with the 
accompanying maps and exhibits. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. A few days ago I 
reported a resolution from the Committee on 
Public Lands, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, asking that one thousand 
extra copies of the report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office be printed for the use of 
that office. I did it at the request of the Com- 
missioner. He repeatedly enforced upon me the 


printed for the use of that office. I brought the 
matter to the attention of the Committee on Public 
Lands, and a resolution was unanimously adopted 
authorizing the printing of one thousand extra 
copies. hat resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. That committee reports 


only, the usual number printed by the House for 
the use of that office. The Commissioner of the 
Land Office told me that that is the usual num- 
ber, but that in consequence of the increased ex- 
tent of our domain, it was absolutely necessary 
that the House should vote one thousand extra 
copies. The question was fairly weighed by the 
Committee on Public Lands, and that committee 
unanimously directed me to report a resolution 
to print one thousand extra copies; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. That 
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committee has thought proper to report back 

_ resolution to print only Toe undred copies—;} “ 
| being the usual number. Neither I nor the rn 
| mittee on Public Lands have any feeling oy - 
| subject, and no inducement to offer the resoluti : 
\except the request of the Commissioner. 7), 


The 

| House has now all the facts before it. [f _ 
House thinks that one thousand extra copies . 

| required, let it order them to be printed. If no: 


let the House concur in the report of the Con 
mittee on Printing. I move to amend the resp, 
| lution by striking out the words * five hundred ' 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words « 
| thousand.’’ 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe 4, 
_ House has ordered twenty thousand copies of {}, 
President’s message and accompanying docy. 
ments to be printed for distribution by members 
of the House, and by the heads of Departments 
These documents comprise this report, and ‘th: 
| number printed is, it seems to me, sufficient fo; 
general distribution over the country. Five hyp. 
| dred copies for the use of the Land Office are. ;; 
| seems to me,a sufficient number. It is suggested 
to me that that office also gets five hundred copies 
from the Senate. That, it seems to me, is enough 
for the purpose of wxpplyin all the public offices 
connected with the General Land Office; and | 
suppose it is not the poliey of the House to prin: 
the document for general Rinsstieetcies by the De. 
partment. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I have but one word to say, 
| We have reported, in conformity with the rule 
| adopted by the committee, not to exceed in our 
recommendations the usual number of these doc- 
uments; although, if the House choose to ip- 
crease that number, it is not material to the Com- 
| mittee on Printing. Having said this, 1 move 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
_main question ordered. 

| The question was taken on Mr. Cosp’s amend- 
| ment; and it was not agreed to. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


BILLS UPON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair asked the con- 
| sent of the House to take from the Speaker's 
table Senate bills of a private nature, for refer- 
ence only. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the under- 
standing that none of them are to be brought 
back to the House for reconsideration. 

The proposition was agreed to; and the follow- 
ing bills were taken from the Speaker’s table, 
severally read a firstand second time, and referred 
as indicated below: 

An act (S. No. 312) to vest the titles to certain 
warrants for land in George M. Gordon. Re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
| An act (S. No. 334) for the relief of Charles 
Lucas and his legal representatives, and for 
other purposes. Referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

An act (S. No. 335) for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Pierre Cazellar, de- 
_ceased. Referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. ' 

An act (S. No. 354) for the relief of Santiago 
y Arguello. Referred to the Committee on Pr- 
vate Larid Claims. 

An act (S. No. 357) for the relief of Lieutenant 
Frederick Chatard, United States Navy. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act (S. No, 361) for the benefit of the cap- 
tors of the British brig Caledonia in the war 0! 
1812. Referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. ' 
| An act (S. No. 362) for the relief of Catharine 
_V. R. Cochrane, sole surviving child of the late 
|General Philip Schuyler. Referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
| An ee No. 364) for the relief of John Scot', 

Hill W. House, and Samuel O. House. Referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

An act (S. No. 369) for the relief of Lauren! 
| Millandon. Referred to the Committee on Pr- 
vate Land Claims. 

An act (S. No. 374) for the relief of Moses 
Noble. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act (S. No. 390) for the relief of John Dick, 
of Florida. Referred to the Committee on Ps- 
‘vate Land Claims. . 
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Siate of Louisiana. — Referred to the Committee | 
on Private Land Claims. } 
An act (S. No. 393) for the relief of John | 
Temple, of Louisiana. Referred to the Com- | 
Jey 
mittee on Private Land Claims. , 

An act (S. No. 472) to continue the pension 
peretofore paid to Mary C. Hamilton, widow of | 
Captain Fowler Hamilton, late of the United | 
States Army. Referred to the Committee on | 
Invalid Pensions. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Rills, reported as Correctly enrolled the following | 
pills; when the Speaker signed the same: \\ 

An act (S. No. 211) making a reappropriation 
from the surplus fund for the relief of Lieuten- 
ant John Guest, United States Navy, and others; 

An act (S. No. 461) for the relief of John H. 
Horne; and 

An act (S. No. 360) for the relief of Thomas | 
J. Churchill. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that the Committee || 
of the Whole House be discharged from the || 
further consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 399) 
for the relief of Charlotte Turner. I have a tele- | 
eraphic dispatch from the claimant, to the effect 
that unless the billis passed at once she will lose 
her preémption right to a certain piece of land to 
which she is clearly entitled. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
the third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 





The latter motion was agreed to. i 


Mr. ALLISON moved that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 
consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 657) for the | 
relief of John Shaw, a spy in the war of 1312. 

Mr. LETCHER objected. 

The SPEAKER stated that, if there were no | 
objection, bills on the Speaker’s table to which 
there was no objection would be taken up for | 
reference. 

There was no objection. 

An act (S. No. 296) for the relief of Sally T. 


Mathews. 
The SPEAKER. The Senate insists on its | 


| 


disagreement to the amendment of the House, || 


and asks for a committee of conference. 
amendment is as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after | 
the passage of this act, any clerk, messenger, or other per- 
son, permitted to enter the service of the United States 
without the authority of law, the compensation due for such 
service, when paid by the Government, shall be deducted 
by the accounting officers from the salary or compensation 
due or accruing to the head of Department or bureau who 
may have so employed such person without such authority 
aforesaid, unless the President shall certify that such assist- 
ants are absolutely necessary to the public service. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the | 
House insist on its amendment, and agree to the | 
conference asked on the part of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Senate resolution for the election of Chaplain. 
Mr. LETCHER moved that the resolution be | 


laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


An act (S. No. 502) to amend an act granting 
public lands, in alternate sections, to the State of | 
Alabama, to aid in the construction of certain | 
railroads in said State. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. The bill makes no 
appropriation of land; it makesa mere change of 
name. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. It provides for a change of 
nhame—from the name in the original act to the 
chartered name of the company. 

Mr. TODD objected. 


An act (S. No. 475) relating to the acknowl- 
edgment of deeds, &c.,in the District of Columbia; | 
which was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


A resolution (S. No. 7) for the appointment of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 


The 





'| the 


| the State of Kansas into the Union, with an 


Peecncions: and for the presentation of medals to 
lh 








1 
for the district of Wisconsin, and to compensate | 
udge of said district for his service. 

he bill was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act (S. No. 493) to expedite telegraphic 
communication for the use of the Government in 
its foreign intercourse. 

ry . . 

Mr. LETCHER objected. 

An act (H. R. No. 411) for the admission of 


amendment. 
ritories. 


A joint resolution (H.R. No. 4) for supplying 
new members of the Senate and House oP Rep- 
resentatives with such books of a public character 
as have been heretofore supplied, with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 


A joint resolution (S. No. 7) for the purchase 
of Dr. Kane’s forthcoming work on Arctic ex- 


Referred to the Committee on Ter- 


is officers and men. 

The resolution was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 

An act (S. No. 251) to authorize the President 
of the United States to cause to be procured by 
purchase or otherwise a suitable steamer to be | 
stationed at the port of New York as a revenue 
cutter, and for the purpose of affording relief to 
distressed vessels, their passengers and crews, 
with an amendment. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from the Treasury Department, sub- |! ,” : 
ee . | of Representatives had passed the bill of the 


mitting a report in reply to the resolution of the 
House of January 19, calling for information as 
to the salary of Ninian Edwards, superintendent 
of the Wabash Salines; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SAPP, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of James Cisne, 
deceased; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimousconsent, reported 
from the Committee of Claims a bill for the relief 
of George W. Biscoe; which was read a first 
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for the relief of Andrew | ing the district court of the United States in and 


‘ diene 


-read and passed to a second reading, and the 


report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
474) in addition to an act more effectually to pro- 


_ vide for the punishment of certain crimes against 


the United States, and for other purposes, re- 


| ported it without amendment. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 


| R. No. 405) for the relief of Commander John 





and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
And then, on motion of Mr. COBB, of Geor- 
gia, (at two o’clock and fifty-five minutes,) the 
House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 26, 1857. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Strepuen P. Hint. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. PUGH presented a petition of soldiers of 
the war of 1812 and others, praying to be allowed 
pensions; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. [VERSON presented the memorial of John 
W. Phillips, praying for indemnity for the loss 
of the schooner Two Brothers, in consequence 
of her being dismantled and broken up by the 
United States troops at Brazos Santiago, in Taly, 
1846; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the memorial of John 
B. Evans, remonstrating against adopting tin as 
a substitute for fusible alloy to prevent the ex- 
plosion of steam boilers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of William R. Nevins, praying 
for an extension of a patent for a machine to cut 
crackers, submitted an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Hiram Paulding, submitted a report accompanied 


An act (S. No. 62) to change the time of hold- |i by a bill (S. No. 524) for his relief; which was 





L. Saunders, reported it with an amendment, and 
submitted a report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Thomas Ap Catesb 
Jcnes, reported a bill (S. No. 525) for his reliet; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom 
were referred the petition of Rufus Peter, the petition of 
William D. Young, the petition of William M. Storm, and 
the petition of John Hughes, be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. WILSON gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to secure to actual 
settlers alternate sections of land reserved in the 
grants made to the States for railroads. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House of Representatives agrees to the conference 
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 296) for the 
relief of Sally T. Mathews, and have appointed 
Messrs. Jones, of Tennessee, Tonp, and Kine, 
conferees on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House 


Senate (No. 131) authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to approve the account of the mar- 
shal of the district of Missouri for furniture pro- 
vided for the use of the circuit court of the United 
States for said distritt, at the April term of said 
court held at St. Louis, in the year 1854, with 
amendments, in which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

Also, that it had passed the following House 
bills, in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested: 

An act (No. 399) for the relief of Charlotte 
Turner; 


An act (No. 767) for the benefit of Anthony 


| Devitt, late a sergeant in the third artillery of the 
| United States Army; and 


An act (No. 768) for the relief of James Duncan, 
INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 
Mr. HUNTER submitted the following reso- 


|lution; which was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform the Senate how many military and other reserva- 


| tions for the settlement of Indian tribes have been made, 


the size of each, and the number of Indians upon each ; 
also, the number of white persons upon each, and their 
compensation ; the annual cost to the United States of each 


| reservation, and whether by the existing regulations these 


reservations are workedin common by the Indians for their 


| common benefit, or what means, if any, are used to secure 


each {ndian the separate enjoyment of the proceeds of his 


| own labor. Also, what system has been adopted to induce 
| the Indians to labor upon these reservations, the practical 


results of that system so far, and whether the proceeds of 
those reservations have been directed exclusively to the 
purposes for which they were made. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR INDIANS. 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 


| to inform the Senate how rauch of the money appropriated 
| for the Indian tribes in the last fiscal year has been ex- 


pended upon them, (specifying the sum paid to each ;) also, 
as to the amounts withheld from each of the tribes, and 
whether these amounts are in the hands of the disbursing 


| agents or stil undrawn from the Treasury of the United 


States. 
SURVEY OF NIAGARA RIVER. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 


| lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War direct that the to 
ographical engineers inquire and report whether the pu 
lic interest will be promoted by a survey of the Niagara 
river, or of any, and what part, of the same. 
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HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 

An act (No. 677) for the benefit of Anthony 
Devitt, late a sergeant in the third artillery of the 
United States Army—to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs 

An act (No. 768) for the relief of James Dun- 
can—to the Committee on Pensions. 

An act (No. 399) for the relief of Charlotte 
Turner —to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wesster, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President of the United States 


had this day approved and signed the following 


acts: 

An act for the relief of John H. Horne; 

An act making a reappropriation from the sur- 
plus fund for the relief of Lieutenant John Guest, 
of the United States Navy, and others; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas J. Churchill, 


late a lieutenant in the first Kentucky regiment | 


of volunteers. 
NAVAL DESERTIONS. 


Mr. HOUSTON. It was my intention this 
morning to move to take up the resolution which 
I submitted some time since, calling for informa- 
tion respecting desertions and other matters in 
the Navy Department. 1 see that the chairman 


of the Committee on Naval Affairs is not at | 


present in his seat, and | therefore wish it post- 
»oned until to-morrow morning, when IL hope the 
eante will extend to me the courtesy of consider- 
ing and passing it. 


THE CALENDAR. 
Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I find = the 


Calendar quite a number of special orders, as 
well as a number of bills on the general orders, 


EE 


that have been virtually disposed of, but which | 


yet incumber the Calendar. I therefore ask that 
the subjects I shall name be taken up with a view 
to their indefinite postponement. If there is any 
objection to the indefinite postponement of any 


of them, of course the motion will be withdrawn. | 


Task that the first special order, * the motion of 


Mr. Jounsown to refer the motion of Mr. Weer |! 


to print ten thousand additional copies of the 
President’s message in relation to the affairs of 
Kansas to the Committee on Printing,” be taken 
up with a view to its indefinite postponement. 
The motion was agreed to; and it was post- 
oned indefinitely. 
Mr. ADAMS, at the request of Mr. Yutee, 
yielded the floor to that Senator. 


MAIL BETWEEN BAINBRIDGE AND APPA- | 


LACHICOLA. 


Mr. YULEE. 
from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, was postponed a week or ten days ago in 
consequence of my absence. It came up in its 
regular order, and was postponed because I was 
not present. LI ask the Senate todo me the favor 
to take it up now. I have a substitute prepared 


The bill (S. No. 387) reported 


for the bill which will satisfy all the objections | 
which were made when it was formerly under | 


consideration. 

Mr. IVERSON, There was a special order 
made for half past twelve o’clock to-day, and it 
is now within five minutes of that time. I allude 
to the bill establishing a naval depot at Bruns- 
wick. It has been pushed out of its place four 
or five times, and I protest against taking up the 
bill moved by the Senator from Florida. I have 
no objection to its being considered until the time 
arrives for the consideration of the special order. 
Beyond that I cannot consent, because, if it is 
going to push aside the Brunswick bill again, as 
has been done three or four times, I trust the 
Senate will not indulge the gentleman in any such 
motuon., 

Mr. YULEE. I do not think this bill will lead 
to any such discussion. If it should, I shall have 
no objection whatever to accommodate the Senator 
from Georgia, It is a matter in which his con- 
stituents are as much interested as my own. It 
reiates to the mail conveyance between Bain- 
bridge, Georgia, and Appalachicola, Florida. 
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hope there will be no objection to taking up the | 


1} bill. 
Mr. IVERSON. 


the bill be taken up if not more than five minutes 


be expended onit; but at half pasttwelve o’clock | 


I shall call for the special order. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proces ded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 


sider the bill (S. No. 337) providing for the | 


regular transmission of the mail on route 6842. 
Mr. YULEE. 
for the bill. 
Mr. STUART. As the Senator intends to 
offer a substitute for that bill, l move to postpone 


its further consideration until to-morrow, with a | 


view to have the substitute printed, so that we 
can understand what we are passing. 

Mr. YULEE. I will state to the Senate pre- 
cisely the nature of the substitute which I pro- 
pose. Py the bill reported by the committee a 
sum was peremptorily fixed for the ve 

| of the mail contractor. It was objected that the 
Postmaster General should be allowed a discre- 
tion. The object of this amendment is to leave 
it to the discretion of the Postmaster General in 
view of the necessities of the public service. 

Mr. STUART. I have no reason to suppose 
but that this substitute may be all right; but if 
we have it printed and have it before us, so that 
we can see what it is, everybody can understand 
it. It must be obvious to the Senator, that if we 
take up such a proposition as this now, in the 
| morning hour, and in the confusion that exists 
| here, it cannot be understood by the Senate. I 
at least want to know what the proposition is 
before I vote for it; and if the substitute be printed 


I vote. 


Mr. YULEE. At this late period of the ses- 


| sion the Senator knows the difficulty we have in || 
obtaining the consideration of measures of this | 


character. This is a small matter, local in its 
nature, which has been acted on by the proper 
committee. The amendment is introduced to 


to the bill. 
his objection. 


Mr. STUART. Let the substitute be read. 


I hope the Senator will reconsider 


The Secretary read the amendment, which is | 


to strike out all after the enacting clause, and 
insert: 
That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized to allow to George Bucknam such sum, not exceeding | 
$20,000 per annum, as he may deem just and reasonable, 


and requisite to the maintenance of regular service for 
| transporting the mail for the balance of the term of his con- 
tract for that service on route 6842, between Bainbridge, 
in Georgia, and Appalachicola, in Florida. 


Mr. STUART. I shall be obliged to ask the 


may be right, but I cannot understand it without 

some further explanation; and I am not willing 

to vote for it without understanding it. I do not 

wish to interfere with the Senator’s desires, but 
|if he can give me an explanation, I should be 
| glad to hear it. 

Mr. YULEE. I can explain it ina very few 
words. The explanation was made at the last 
session, and then understood. 
Senator does not recollect it. 
Appalachicola by mail, which is the third largest 
cotton exporting city on the Gulf, is by water 
service from Bainbridge, in Georgia. ‘The con- 
tract was taken by a very low bidder, who proved 
unable to perform the service, and entirely failed 
inthe very midst of the cotton season. The citi- 
zens of Appalachicola purchased the boats and 
| continued the mail service, it being impossible, 


| without great loss to the public and the general | 


commercial interests, that they should wait two 
or three months until an advertisement could be 
issued and proposals received. 

They exhibited to the committee, and the report 
will be found to contain it, a statement that they 
| were running at a loss of over twenty thousand 
|| dollars a year. The committee concluded—and I 
| believe it has the approbation of the Postmaster 
|| General, for so my colleague in the House of 
'| Representatives informs me—to divide with them 


| the loss for continuing the service, it being im- 


| portant and indispensable that it should be con- 
| tinued. The rate now proposed to be allowed is 


i 


i less than the usual rate of steamboat service in 


the same region of country. The sum proposed 


{ have no objection to let |) 


I propose to offer a substitute | 


I shall try to ascertain its merits sufficiently before | 


remove the only difficulty made at the last session | 


Senator what is the object of this legislation. It | 
seems to me to be very strange legislation. It | 


I presume the |; 
The only supply to | 
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to be paid by this bill is less than the amo, 
| paid for similar service anywhere in the soy;),, 
ern States. i 

The only objection made at the last s; 
when the bill was before the Senate was. 4),.’ 
it imposed on the Postmaster General perer 
torily the duty of making this new arrang, mies 4 
The amendment now proposed leaves jt a 
tionary with the Postmaster General, liniti-, ., 
within a certain sum. That is the explanation 
of the bill. I hope it will be satisfactory i 
gentleman. This bill is indispensably neécessa- 
to the continuance and maintenance of the a 
vice. 

I have a note from my colleague in the ot). 
House, in which he says that the Postmaste, 
General declined to give a recommendatioy i 
the ground that it would be a departure from th. 
uniform rule on which he had acted; but he aq. 
mitted that the increase was desirabie to ings 
|| the regularity of the mails, and said that Cop, 
| gress should judge for itself of the propriety of 


{ . . . » . 
ens the increase. It is proposed by tl 


SS10n 
So 


LO the 


/amendment to leave it discretionary wit! ths 
|| Postmaster General to do what the public sey. 
| vice may require. 

|| Mr. HUNTER. Mr, President— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
must call for the consideration of the special 
order, if the discussion is to go on. 

Mr. YULEE. I do not know thatany farther 
discussion is contemplated. The Senator from 
| Virginia was about to make an inquiry of me. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is it proposed to give the 
old contractors this additional compensation? 

Mr. YULEE. If the Postmaster General cop. 
| siders it best for the public service; that is dis. 
| cretionary. Ifnot, he will discontinue the service, 
|| and readvertise for proposals. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is the compensation pro. 
posed for past or future time? 

Mr. YULEE. The bill is prospective, of course, 

Mr. HUNTER. Let it be read again. 

Mr. YULEE. It is for the residue of the term 
of the contract. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 
half past twelve o’clock having arrived, the Chair 
must call for the consideration of the special 
| order. 

Mr. IVERSON. As this bill to some extent 
affects a portion of my constituents, I move to 
postpone it till half past twelve o’clock to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. HUNTER. If it be made the special 
order from half past twelve o’clock till one,I 
shall have no objection to that; but if the purpose 
is to make it the special order at half past twelve 
o’clock to override an appropriation bill during 
the day, I must object. 

The motion was agreed to; and the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed to, and made 
the special order for, half past twelve o’clock to- 
morrow; and the substitute was ordered to be 
1 printed. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 
Mr. ADAMS. I will ask the consent of the 


| Senator from Georgia, and the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate, to dispose of the residue o/ 


Ser. 








of which there is no objection. 
Mr. IVERSON. We can do that to-morrow 


_ morning. 
| MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS’ BANK. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special 
|| order for half past twelve o’clock is the bill (H. 
/R. No. 301) in relation to a naval depot at 
Brunswick; but the unfinished business at the 
| time of the last adjournment was a bill to incor- 
|| porate the Merchants and Manufacturers’ Bank 
| of Washington, in the-District of Columbia; and 
| as the Chair construes the rule, this is the first 
| special order. z 
_ Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone that bill 
| until Friday next. 
| Mr. WADE. Friday is’assigned for the con- 
| sideration of private bills. 
| Mr. HUNTER. This is a District bill. 00 
| Friday it can be postponed again if necessary. 
| I only want to get it out of the way. 
Mr. WADE. We have already passed over 
one Friday which was assigned for private bill 
| day. 


| 
| 





the special orders, to the indefinite postponement 
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